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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devevor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics: Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
ete., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 


Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Roors of 
the Department at 3, Guildhail Courtyard, E.C., and are 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers. 

Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘“‘Board 


| 


| 








of Trade Journal’? dated Sth May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1, io 
which address all enquiries should be made. 


In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 


A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 35, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 











OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS il 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s ‘Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shorld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
ae Te Intelligence), 78, Basinghall Street, 
onaon, £.v. <2. 





FORM K. 


144.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Isuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K” system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
varicus component trades classified as shown in ‘‘l’orm Kk,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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ot THI Be ATED OF 
The Board of Trade. 
COAL. 
WEREKLY OUTPUT IN TONS. 
Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 


cowl during the four weeks ended 6th Deecmber are 
viven below. 

The output of 1,808,524 tons is the highest 1 uny 
the reduction of working hours in July. ft 


the highest since the end ot May last. 


weels sllice 


Is, indeed, 


District. th Nov. 22nd Nov. 29th Nov. 6th Dee. 
Northumberland ...... 215,706 231.621 223.503 235 487 
LE LAE 610,492 657.774 627,999 664,461 
NS nn. ci caatesees 773,872 775,803 776,389 781.306 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales 451.465 449,757 456.794 457.535 
Derby, Nottingham 

and Leicester ...... 573.536 582.018 579,260 591,267 
Statfordshire. Shrop- 

shire, Warwick and 

Worcester ........... 362.399 364.896 368 ,620 367 573 
South Wales and 

Monmouthshire ..... 945 493 958.195 955,179 945.341 
Giher Enelish  Dis- 

ES ee er 95 666 101.010 100,451 pr 

Total _ 4.679.402 4.767. 578 4. 762. 729 4. 808. 524 

SUVMARY SINCE MAY 38 


Sist May, 


The total production weekly of coul since 


L919, is given below :— 

May 3ist....... 1,812,595 September 6th 4,509,865 
June Tth ......... L6O14,034 September 13th 4,189,816 
June Lith ...... 3,256,508 September 20th 4,450,368 
June 2Zist...... [730,841 September 27th 4,481,454 


June 2sth 4.806.933 October 4th 2 STLGLO 
July ee |. 728 588 Octeber Lith LOF6 862 

July Wtho...... 4,796,148 October Isth 727,465 
July 19th ...... 3,893,651 October 25th L TOL,O37 
July i ? 537.9: ot i amaians Ist ... 4,674,552 
Lugust 2nd... 3.6L {776 November Sth... 4,804,456 
\ugust Oth ...... 2.6428 305 November 15th 4,679,402 
Anueust L6th ... 3,726,499 November 22nd 4,767,578 
\ueust 23rd... 38,989,762 November 29tn 4,762,729 
Lueust DOth 4 304, 9835 December Gth.. 1,808,521 


PROFITEERING ACT. DE EPARTMENT. 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

The investigations in the case of Moulden v. Briggs, 
reported in the “* Journal ’’ of 50th October, have now 
been completed, and the Tribunal’s decision is to be 
promulgated at an early date. The adjourned case 
of Clark v. Penton, the first hearing of which took 
place on er November, is being considered by a 
Tribunal on 18th December (to-day). 

A meeting of the Advisory Costings Committee held 
on 9th December discussed the question of obtaiming 
costings already in the possession of Government 
Departments, and agreed on a system of co-ordination 
of costings which they desire to recommend for adop- 
tion in the future. 

On 11th December a meeting of the Investigation of 
Prices Standing Committee was held when further con- 
sideration was given to the que ‘stion of the price of 
\Vorsted Yarns. An Interim Report on this subject, 
prepared by the Prices Committee, is now receiving 
the consideration of the Wool, Tops and Yarn Sub- 
Committee. On the same date the second meeting of 
the Motor Fuel Sub-Committee was held, and evidence 
was given by a representative of the Petroleum Pool 
Board and of the London General Omnibus Company, 
td. Arrangements have also been made to obtain 
evidence during this week from representatives of the 
Ministry of Shipping, the Department of Explosives 
Supply and the “‘ Shell’? Marketing Co., Ltd. 

The first meeting of the Matches Sub-Committee 
was held on the same date, and the first meeting of the 
lurniture Sub-Committee was held on 12th December. 
\t each of these meetings the procedure was agreed 
on for conducting the necessary enquiries. Prelimin- 


TR 























ADE = IURNAL. Drcrwper 18, 1919. 
THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 
ary investigations are also being made in connection 


with the costs and prices of Needles. At a Confere nee 
held on 16th instant consideration was given to th 
Chief Accountant’s report on the costings of Blankets 
submitted by the Trade. 

A meeting of the Standing Committee on Trusts was 
held on Vth Decanber, when the report of the Farricry 
Sub-Committee was received and agreed.  Sub-Corp- 
mittees were appointed to investigate the effeet on 
prices of the existing combinations in the W Ulpaper 
und Salt Industries, and the latter Sub-Committee held 
its first meeting on 16th December. 

Copies of the reports of the Tobacco and Road Trans. 
port Rates Sub-Committees have now been circulated 
to members of the Standing Committee on Trusts. A 
second meeting of the Electrical Lamps Sub-Committee 
was held on 16th December. 

A further meeting of the Drugs Sub-Committee wags 
held on llth December, when evidence was given by 
the Proprietary Articles Trades’ Association, Messrs. 
Genatosan Ltd., and the Chemists’ Sup ply Associ ‘lation, 

On 16th December a meeting was held at the Central 








Hotel, Glasgow , at which the See re ti ary to the Central 
Genatosan, Ltd., and the Chemists’ Supply Association, 
CONTINUANCE OF THE ACT, 


A Bill was introduced into the House of Commons by 
the Preside nt on Tue sd; Ly to exte nal the dur: ation ot the 
Profiteering Act for a further period of three months, up 


Lo May, 19th, 1920. The origin: al Act was PetSse “lt On 
August 19th with a time limit of six months (until 
9th Feburary, 1920), 

COUNTY OF LONDON APPEAT. TRIBUNAT,. 


The Appeal Tribunal for the County of London under 
the Pr fitecring Let has now been rally constituted. 
The Tribunal will hear appeals from the decisions of the 
Local Profiteerine Committees of the Metropolitan 
Boroughs comprised within the Administrative ( ounty 
of London, 


The Chatrman is His Honour Judge Snagee, and 
the Viee-Chairman Sir Richard A, Robinson, D.L.. 
J.P. There are 85 members, representing the London 


County Council, the various Metropolitan Boroughs, the 
Trades Union Coneress, the London Chamber of Com- 


meree, the National Chamber of Trade. The ood 
Controller and the lorage Controller are also repre- 
sented. 


Two meetings of the Tribunal have already been held, 
and the. Tribunal will sit to hear appeals on Thursday 
and Friday, December 18th and 19th, and subsequently 
at frequent intervals. As far as possible the sittings 
will be held at the County Hall, Spring Gardens, S.W.1. 
There are over thirty appeals waiting to be heard. In 
«a large number of these cases the Local Committee has 
recommended proceedings to be taken before a Court of 
Summary Jurisdiction. 

The Secretary of the Tribunal is Mr. 
The Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, 
to whom all communications should be sent. 


—_—s-=- 


THE COMMITTEE ON MERCHANDISE MARKS. 

The Merchandise Marks Committee, who are con- 
sidering the questions of indications of origin on coos 
and of national trade marks, met at the Board of Trade 
Offices on Thursday and Friday last, under the Chai- 
manship of Mr. Harry Greer, M.P. 

Evidence was given regarding the present 
of the matters into which the Committee are enquiring, 
in so far as those matters affect the Board of Trade 
and the Customs, by Mr. H, Fountain, C.B., C.M.G, 
an Assistant Secretary of the Board of Trade, in charge 
of the Commercial Rel: ert ee: Treaties Department. 
Mr. Temple Franks, C.B., Comptroller-General of 
Patents, De s1ons and Tr ado Marks, and Comptroller 
of the Industrial Property Department of the Board of 
Trade: and Mr. J. L. Maelkie, an Assistant Seeretary 
of the Board of Customs and Excise. 


— or — oe — — 


R , Bruce Foster, 
W.C.2 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 
MERCHANT SHIPPING (CONVENTION) 
ACT, 1914, 

By Order in Council, dated 9th December, 1919, the 
coming into operation of the Merchant Shipping (Con- 
vention) Act, 1914, has been further postponed until 
Ist July, 1920. 








It is notified that Messrs. A. W. Butlin, Northamp- 
tonshire; E. Craven, Burnley; J. Dunne, Lancashire ; 
tT. H. Evans, Chester; W. G. Greenwood, Yorks. (West 
Riding); R. Helliwell, Middlesex; H. Lloyd, Birming- 
ham; W. P. Lonsdale, South Shields; H. 8. Neil, 
Glasgow; FY. Tugby, Lancashire; J. W. Robertson, 
Glasgow; Hl. L. Stevenson, Liverpool; W. Thompson, 
Lancaster; A. EX. Waller, Luton; W. Weatherhogg, 
Barnsley; and C. C. Young, Glasgow, nominated under 
the 8th Section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1904, 
have passed the cxamination provided for under that 
Section. 


~ SN CS ETE tenet nee 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC APPOINT. 
MENTS, 
ln continuation of the lists of appointisents im the 
new Commercial Diplomatic Service given in receut 
issues ol the ** Tournal,”’ the following saditionil 
appotutinicnts are Dow announced :-- 


Soutit Russia. 
Mv. William Peters, Couunercial Copimuissioner. 
Prior to the war Mr, Peters obtained a_ travelling 
scholarship at Manchester University, and took as his 
subject the investigation of the cotton industry in Russia. 
In 1914 he presented an interim report on the Russian 
cotton industry, and subsequently entered the Russian 
Government Service as Economist on the staff of the 
Restriction of Enemy Supplies Committee. Later he acted 
as secretary to M. Nordmann, Director of the Economic 
Department of the Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. Peters is at present working at the Department 
of Overseas Trade, but will shortly proceed to South 
Russia on a Conunercial Mission. He will bear the 
title of Commercial Comunissioner, with the rank of 
Commercial Secretary (Grade 2) in His Majesty's Com- 
mercial Diptomtic Service, 
CUzECHO-SLOVABIA, 


Mr. R. HE OB. Lockhart, Counuercial Commissioner 
loGO-11. Mr. Geekhart was engaged in rubber planting 
in the Kederated Malay States, and eventually became 

Manager of the Pantar Rubber Company. 

1911. He passed first in a competitive examination for 
the Consular Service and was appointed Vice-Consul at 
Moscow in 1912. rom 1914-17 he was Acting-Consul- 
General iat Moscow. On his return to England in 
November, LOZ, he was emploved at the Foreign Office. 
Mr. Lockhart will work at the Department of Over- 

SCUS Trade lor oa brief period before proceeding to 
Prague, which he is expected to do shortly. 
TRADE COMMISSIONER SERVICE. 

With reference to previous appointiments notified mn 
the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ the Board of Trade 
how announce that Major A. F.G. Anderson has been 
appointed His Majesty's Trade Comuissioner at Singa- 
pore, rice Mr. MeWellen, resigned, 

Major Anderson has had considerable commercial ¢x- 
bonience im connection with rubber estates, tin mines, and 
other industrial undertakings in Penang, first with a 
private firm and then, for nine vears, as partner in a 
local firm of exchange and = share brokers. He has a 
thorough knowledge of Malay. | 

Major Anderson joined the Army in August, 1914, and 
Was granted a commission in the following year. He was 
mentioned in dispatches and promoted to the rank of 
Major at the end of 1917. 

Preparatory to his departure to the post at Singapore, 
Major Anderson has taken up official duties at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 





THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





S.W.1, where he will be glad to see any British firms 
interested in the trade of the Malay Peninsula, 








SOUTH AFRICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNITED 
KINGDOM MANUFACTURERS. 

With reference to the notice on page 298 of the 
‘* Board of Trade Journal ”’ of 4th September, regard- 
ing a proposed representative organisation in South 
Africa to look after the interests of United Kingdom 
manufacturers, and to bring their representatives 
together, H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South 
Africa (Mr. W. G. Wickham) has eabled that the Asso- 
ciation has now been formed. The subscription is two 
eumeas, and United Kingdom manufacturers interested 
should instruct their South African representatives to 
make application for membership to Mr. Wicktieam 
(P.O. Box 839, Johannesburg). 





ANGLO-CHINESE CLUL AT SHANGEILAL. 

Lhe Union Club of China was formally opened ut 
Shanghat ou 2nd October last, in the presence of a 
euthering of some 200 of the leading American, British 
and Chinese business men of Shanghai, 

The necessity of devising some means of bringing 
ubout closer social relations between the Chinese and 
ourselves “out of office hours”? in this great com 
mercial centre has been apparent for some time past, 
states HM. Commercial Counsellor, and yarious 
schemes for Anelo-Chinese Clubs and Associations have, 
from time to tune, been mooted and discussed, none of 
which have materialised. An Anglo-Chinese business: 
men's Club, modelled on the lines of the City Clubs in 
London, Manchester and other cities in England, iias 
nccordingly been established. A British proprietary 
Company has been formed to own the Club property, 
etce., and the necessary capital subscribed and tem- 
porary premises secured in a very convenient situation 
on the Bund. 

It is considered that this Club will be a landmark 
in the history of Anglo-Chinese relations at Shanghai, 
and will, if lovally supported by Pritish firms, prove to 
be an important factor in the development of British 
trade interests in China. It will, among other things, 
afford the representatives of British manufacturers 
Visiting the country on business «a convenient oppor- 
tunity of getting into touch with influential Chinese. 

It is a business men’s club fomned to facilitate end 
widen British, Ameriean and Chinese social relations 
Which hitherto have lacked citber a unifying or radiating 
centre. Membership is open to heads of, or partners 
in, firms of British, American or Chinese nationality ; 
to their heads of departments and to directors and 
Inanagers Of companies. The conditions of membership 
are: — 

(1) Election by the Committee after recommendation by 
the Chamber of Commerce of the nationality of the candi- 
date. 

(2) Possession of a share of Ts. 250 in the Company—tlie 
Union Proprietary Ltd.—formed to own the property of tlic 
club (which from the nature of its constitution has no indivi- 
dual nationality). 

(3) Payment of a monthly subscription of “LO dols. 

Shares may be held cither by individuals or by coii- 
panies or firms on beludf of individuals, but in the 
latter case one share has to be held by coimpanies or 
firms in respect of each member of its management or 
staff who is a member of the Club. Nobody can become 
a member of the Club merely by purchasing a share. 
The first condition of membership is election by the 
Committee. 

The constitution of the Club provides that after the 
election of the Comimittee—three of whom must be 
British, three American and three Chinese—the 
members shall proceed to elect three committeemen, 
one of British, one of American and one of Chinese 
nationality, to hold between them the offices of Presi- 
dent and Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year. The 
three so elected are then to decide which of them is to 
become President, the remaining two becoming Vice- 
Presidents. 
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Special Articles. 





TRADE ACCOUNTS OF THE ,UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


REVISION FOR 1920. 

The amendments in the form of the ‘Trade 
Accounts during the war have been few and unini- 
portant, and the Import and Export Lists have not been 
wltered since Ist January, 1917. The two Departments 
inainly concerned, the Board of Trade and the Depart- 
ment of Customs and Excise, were aware that the 
great changes in the trade of this country produced 
by the war had rendered necessary an extensive revision 
ot the existing classification. They considered, however, 
that no attempt at a thorough revision could be made 
until the year after the termination of hostilities. 








EXPERIENCE DURING THE Wank. 

During the war special measures had to be taken 
tu supplement the information regularly obtained from 
importers and exporters. Articles previously insig- 
nificant became of great imporfance, and far more 
detailed particulars were required about various com- 
moditics than had previously been available. 

COMMERCIAL Bopies CONSULTED. 

The Board of Trade undertook to consult the various 
interests concerned, and was ocepied for some months 
in conterring, by deputation and otherwise, with 
Chambers of Commerce, Trade Associations and private 
firms with reference to the appropriate classification cf 
all the main groups of commodities. The number of 
such bodies consulted was over 300. These enquiries 
have been completed, and the List embodying the new 
classification will shortly be placed on sale. 


SOME NEW FEATURES. 


It is impracticable to explain here in detail all the 
changes which have been made, but special attention 
may be drawn to the following features of the new List. 

CoMBINED LiIsT. 

The former separate Import and Export Lists have 
been combined, and the assimilation of import and 
export headings has been carried much further than 
before. 

In Classes I (Food, Drink and Tobacco) and II (Raw 
Materials and Articles mainly unmanufactured) the 
complete assimilation of the import and export headings 
is not desirable. Many import headings are not applic- 
able at all to exports, and vice versa, while in other 
headings the imports or exports, as the case may be, 
are too small to be worth showing. Wine and Spices 
are cases in point. Vor Class III (Articles wholly or 
mainly manufactured), however, the headings for 
imports and exports are practically identical. 

ARRANGEMENT. 

The largely alphabetical arrangement of the old Lists 
las been abandoned, and articles are shown in the com- 
bined List under classes and groups. This classifica- 
tion has long been adopted in the Monthly Accounts 
(fainiliarly known as the ‘‘ Board of Trade Returns ”’), 
though not in the principal tables of the Annual State- 
ent, and appears preferable from every point of view. 
A full alphabetical index is appended to the list. 

CLASSES. 
Under the new system Imports and Exports will be 
classified under five main classes, viz. :— 
I. Food, Drink and Tobacco. 
II. Raw Materials and articles mainly un- 
manfactured. 
III. Articles wholly or mainly manufactured. 
IV. Animals not for food. 
V. Parcel] Post (non-dutiable articles). 
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New GROvpS. 

Within these classes the number of groups has been 
increased from 81 to 41. In Class I there are two 
new groups, “‘Animals, living, for Food ”’ and ‘* Feed. 
ing Stuff for Animals.”’ In Class II there are three 
hew groups, namely :— 

Non-Metallic Mining and Quarry Products ; 

Silk (the manufactures of which have long been dis- 
tinguished from those of other textile materials) 
and 

Rubber (formerly included in the Miscellancous 
Group). 

In Class IIL there are four new or extended groups, 
namely, ‘‘ Coke and Manufactured Fuel,’”’? which has 
hitherto been put with Coal in Class IL; ‘* Earthen. 
ware, Glass, Abrasives, ete ’’; ‘* Oils, Fats, and Resins, 
manufactured 7’; and ‘‘ Rubber Manufactures ’’; while 
four sub-groups under the general group of Yarns and 
Textile Fabrics, namely :— 

Cotton Yarns and Manufactures: 

Woollen and Worsted Yarns and Manufactures ; 

Silk and Silk Manufactures; and 

Manufactures of other Textile Materials; 

have become independent Groups. 

One old Group, ** New Ships,’ is merged in the Group 
of ** Vehicles,’? which also includes Aircraft, as well 
as land vehicles. Class IV now includes only Animals, 
not for food, and Class V, Parcel Post, the ‘* Mis- 
cellaneous ”’ articles, formerly included in the old Class 
IV, having been distributed among other appropriate 
eroups. 


’ 


INCREASED NUMBER OF HEADINGS. 

The number of headings has been increased from 855 
to 1,650 for Imports, and from 606 to 1,360 for Iixports, 
the largest additions having been made under the heads 
of ‘* Machinery’’ and ‘‘ Chemieals.’’ In the first- 
named group the number of headings has been increased 
from 17 for Imports and 24 for Exports to 92 for both 
Imports and Exports, while in the second group the 
number has been increased from 54 for Imports and 
42 for Exports to 157 for both. Large additions have 
ulso been made in other groups, particularly Earthen- 
ware, Glassware, Abrasives, etc.; Cutlery, Hardware, 
Implements and Instruments; and Vehicles. In deter- 
mining the new headings the Board of Trade received 
much valuable assistance from the Chambers of Com- 
merce and other commercial bodies consulted, and 
though all the suggestions received could not be adopted, 
it is believed that the new list, when it has been in 
operation for a few months, will effectually meet the 
requirements of the bodies concerned. 

More ARTICLES To BE RETURNED BY WEIGHT. 

In addition to the more detailed Classification ol 
commodities adopted, the record of foreign trade by 
quantity as well as by value is proposed in a consier- 
uble number of cases in which quantities have not 
hitherto been secured. In other cases the units of 
quantity prescribed have been reconsidered with a 
view to securing improved information on matters the 
importance of which was thrown into relief during the 
war. 

NEED ror Accuracy IN DocuMENTS. 

Owing to the extensive nature of the changes made 
in the List some time must necessarily elapse before 
traders become fully familiar with the new headings, 
but in the interests of the trading community generally, 
importers and exporters, and those acting as_ their 
agents, should make every effort to ensure that 
the particulars given on the docwnents — which 
they are by law required to furnish to the Customs 
and Excise Department in connection with the goods 
imported into and exported from the United Kingdom, 
are complete and accurate. 

As the documents referred to form the basis of the monthly and 
Annual Statements of Trade importers and exporters may. 
called upon to verify the particulars given by the production 


of invoices, bills of lading or other documents relating to the 
goods and are liable to penalties if the particulars are inaccurate. 
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AppLICATION TO THE MONTHLY TRADE ACCOUNTS. 


If the Monthly Accounts of Trade which are now 
ublished on about the 7th of each month were ex- 
anded in proportion to the increase in the number 
of import and export headings, its size would be approx!- 
mately doubled, i.e., it would become a volume of 
some 600 pages. : 

In cases in which old headings have been replaced by 
wo or more new headings, especially where the new 
headings overlap more than one of the old, comparisons 
with the past cannot be made in detail, and it has been 
decided not to attempt such comparisons in the Monthly 
Accounts for 1920. These Accounts will show com- 
parative figures for the main groups and in such further 
detail, corresponding to that shown in earlier years, as 
the information permits. Full details for 1920, as 
resulting from the expanded Import and Export List, 
will be available to Chambers of Commerce, Associa- 
tions of Manufacturers and others who may find the in- 
formation of value even without the indications of pro- 
cress attorded by comparisons with corresponding 
figures for previous years. Such bodies will be able to 
make use of the existing machinery of the ‘* Bill of 
Entry Office,’’ from which the particulars in which they 
are especially interested will be obtainablé in the usual 
terms. his arrangement will, it is understood, be 
acceptable to many, if not most, of those to whom the 
information possesses a business value. 

Applications for such special returns should be 
addressed to ‘‘ The Principal,’’ Statistical Office, H.M. 
Department of Customs and Excise, Ocean House, 
Great Tower Street, E.C.3. 

It is believed that these arrangements are not so well known 
as they should be, and it is hoped that manufacturers and traders 
will{in the future avail themselves more frequently of this 
valuable adjunct to the Trade Returns. 

WHERE TO OBTAIN THE LIST. 

It should be noted that single copies of the new Im- 
port and Export List can be obtained at a cost of 
ls. net, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
H.M. Stationery Office at the following addresses :— 

Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and 
28, Abingdon Street, London, S.W.1. 

37, Peter Street, Manchester. 

1, St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff. 

23, Forth Street, Edinburgh; or from 

E. Ponsonby, Ltd., 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

When ordering copies of the new List the reference 
“Sale No. 31 ’’ should be quoted. 


eé 





CURRENCY AND FOREIGN EXCHANGES. 
FINAL REPORT OF CUNLIFFE COMMITTEE. 


The Committee on Currency and Foreign Exchanges, 
which was constituted under the Chairmanship of Lord 
Cunliffe, has made its final Report to the Lords 
Commissioners of H.M. Treasury (Cmd. 464, Price 1d. 
net). The Committee was originally appointed in 
January, 1918, “‘ to consider the various problems which 
will arise in connection with currency and the foreign 
exchanges during the period of reconstruction end 
report upon the steps required to bring about the restora- 
tion of normal conditions in due course.’’ The follow- 
ing words were subsequently added to the Terms of 
Reference :—‘‘ and to consider the working of the Bank 
Act, 1844, and the constitution and functions of the Bank 
of England with a view to recommending any alterations 
which may appear to them to be necessary or desirable.”’ 

In the House of Commons on Monday the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer anncunced the action which the 
Government proposed to take on the Report. We give 
below the text of the Committee’s Report and of Mr. 
Chamberlain’s statement :-— 





My Lorps, 

1. We have the honour to present herewith our final 
Report on certain matters referred to us in January, 1918, 
with which we were not in a position to deal in our Interim 
Report in August of that year. 
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2.—ForEIGN EXCHANGES. 


We stated in the introduction to our Interim Report our 
opinion that a sound system of currency would in itself 
secure equilibrium in the Foreign Exchanges. We have 
reviewed the criticisms which have been made upon this part 
of our Report, but we see no reason to modify our opinion. 
We have found nothing in the experiences of the war to 
falsify the lessons of previous experience that the adoption 
of a currency not convertible at will into gold or other 
exportable coin is likely in practice to lead to overissue and 
so to destroy the measure of exchangeable value and cause 
a general rise in all prices and an adverse movement in the 
foreign exchanges. 

3. The nominal convertibility of the currency note which 
has been sustained by the prohibition of the export of gold 
is of little value. The weakness of the exchanges is in a 
measure due to trade conditions, but an important cause 
of the depreciation in sterling in New York and other 
financial centres is, in our opinion, to be found in the 
expanded state of credit in this country. The existing 
expansion is not merely the legacy of the stress of war 
finance and Government borrowings, which even now have 
not ceased, but also, in part the result of maintaining rates 
for money in London below those ruling in other important 
financial centres. The difficulties of the Foreign Exchanges’ 
position are aggravated by the grant of long term loans and 
credits, whether directly or under guarantee or otherwise 
by the Government or by private lenders, to enable foreign 
States or their nationals to pay for exports from this 
country. Few of these loans and credits will be liquidated 
at an early date. The large payments which we have to 
make to America, North and South, for necessary imports 
of foodstuffs and raw materials from those countries make 
it essential that we, in our turn, should secure payment in 
cash for as large a proportion as possible of our exports 
visible and invisible. We recommend therefore that pre- 
ference should be given to exports to countries which are 
able to make payment in the ordinary course of trade. 

Increased production, cessation of Government borrowings 
and decreased expenditure both by the Government and by 
each individual member of the nation are the first essentials 
to recovery. These must be associated with the restoration 
of the pre-war methods of controlling the currency and 
credit system of the country for the purpose of re-establish- 
ing at an early date a free market for gold in London. 


4.—Bank oF ENGLAND. 


The principles of the Bank Charter Act of 1844 were fully 
considered by us in our Interim Report. We have examined 
with care the opinions there expressed in the light of certain 
criticisms which have been made with regard to them. We 
see, however, no reason to alter our conclusions. We have 
again considered the principles governing the banking 
systems of the principal foreign countries, and we are 
satisfied that they are not so well adapted to the needs of 
this country as those contained in the Act of 1844. Certain 
important alterations which experience suggested to be 
desirable have been made in the constitution and manage- 
ment of the Bank during the war, and we do not now think 
it necessary to make any further recommendation. 


5.—GOVERNMENT BORROWINGS ON WAYS AND MEANS 
ADVANCES FROM THE BANK OF ENGLAND. 


We desire to draw attention to the extensive use made 
during the war of the system of Ways and Means Advances 
from the Bank of England. We referred to this matter in 
paragraph 16 of our Interim Report and explained its effect 
in causing credit and currency expansion. The powers given 
to the Government by Parliament to borrow from the Bank 
of England in the form of an overdraft on the credit of 
Ways and Means were, as the name implies, intended to 
enable the Government to anticipate receipts from Revenue 
or permanent borrowings for a brief period only. Indeed 
Parliament by expressly providing that all such advances 
should be repaid in the quarter following that in which they 
were obtained, showed that it had no intention of bestowing 
upon the Government the power of securing an overdraft 
of indefinite duration and amount. Under the exigencies 
of war finance the Government found it necessary to re- 
borrow in each quarter on the credit of Ways and Means 
the amount needed to enable them to comply with the 
statutory requirement that the previous quarter’s Ways and 
Means Advances should be repaid, with the result that the 
total outstanding advances remained for a long time at a 
high figure. We are glad to see that efforts are now being 
made to reduce this overdraft to more moderate dimensions. 

We, therefore, hope, now that conditions are less abnor- 
mal, that the Government will confine its use of Ways and 
Means and Advances from the Bank of England to providing 
for purely temporary necessities. Such advances afford a 
legitimate method of tiding over a few weeks’ shortage, but 
are entirely unsuitable for borrowings over a longer period. 
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6.—ForEIGN Banks. 

Several of our witnesses have called attention to the con- 
ditions under which it is open to foreign banks to establish 
themselves in this country. We suggest that this is a 
matter which should receive the early attention of His 
Majesty’s Government. 

¢7.—SCOTTISH AND IrisH Banks. 

We have now taken evidence in regard to the application 
of the recommendations in our Interim Report to Scotland 
and Ireland. The status of legal tender was given to the 
notes of the Scottish and Irish Banks of Issue as an emer- 
gency measure to tide over the period at the outbreak of 
war when a serious shortage of currency was threatened, a 
condition of affairs which no longer obtains. Some of the 
witnesses on behalf of the Scottish and Irish Banks showed 
a marked desire to retain the privilege of legal tender 
status for their notes. In our opinion the grant of legal 
tender status could not be given permanently to the notes of 
Scottish and Irish Banks except under statutory conditions 
similar to those embodied in the Bank Act of 1844. The 
evidence before us indicates that rather than be subjected 
to such conditions the banks would prefer the restoration 
of the pre-war status. We accordingly recommend that the 
pre-war status be restored. We further recommend that 
when the position which we contemplate in our Interim 
Report is ultimately reached, the cover held by the Scottish 
and Irish Banks for their excess issue shall take the form 
of any legal tender at that time in existence. 

8.—CurreENCY Note Issve. 

We have considered whether steps should not be taken 
at an early date to impose limitations upon the fiduciary 
portion of the currency note issue with a view to the restora- 
tion of the normal arrangements under which demands for 
new currency operate to reduce the reserve in the Banking 
Department of the Bank of England. In view of the fact 
that demobilisation is approaching completion and that as 
we hope fresh Government borrowing will shortly cease, we 
consider that effect should now be given to the recommenda- 
tion made in our Interim Report that the actual. maximum 
fiduciary circulation in any year should become the legal 
maximum for the following year, subject only to the 
emergency arrangements which we proposed in paragraph 33 
of our Interim Report: The policy of placing Bank of 
England notes in the Currency Note Reserve as cover for 
the fiduciary portion of the issue as opportunity arises 
should. of course, be continued. We recommend further 
that the Treasury Minute made under Section 2 of the 
Currency and Bank Notes Act, 1914, providing for the 
issue of currency notes to Joint Stock Banks, which is in 
fact inoperative, should now be withdrawn. 

The Committee wish to place on record their deep sense 
of obligation to Mr. G. C. Upcott, who served as Secretary 
to the Committee from the beginning with unfailing zeal, 
knowledge and ability. They are also greatly indebted to 
Mr. H. E. Fass, who was appointed Joint Secretary with 
Mr. Upcott in July, 1919, and rendered important and 
efficient service in the closing period of the Committee’s 
labours 

We have the honour to be, 
My Lords, 

Your obedient Servants, 
(Signed) CUNLIFFE (Chairman). 
C. S. ADDIS. 

R. E. BECKETT. 
BASIL P. BLACKETT. 
GASPARD FARRER. 
HERBERT C. GIBBS. 
W. H. N. GOSCHEN. 
INCHCAPE. 

R. W. JEANS 

A C. PIGOU. 

*GEO. F. STEWART. 
W. WALLACE. 

G. C. UPCOTT 

li. E. FASS. J 
3rd December, 1919. 

TSubject as regards the recommendations of paragraph 7 
to the following reservation :—- 

Having regard to the evidence given by the witnesses 
from Ireland, the pre-war status should not be restored in 
Ireland until the Government consider the time opportune. 


(Signed) GEO. F. STEWART. 


Secretaries. 





THE GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS. 
In reply to a question in the House of Commons on 
Monday by Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy, the Chan- 
eellor of the Exchequer said :— 


The Committee reaffirm the views set forth at greater 
length in their first interim report, as to the importance of 
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restoring at the earliest possible moment the pre-wa; 
methods of controlling the currency and credit SVStem of 
the country, and re-establishing the tree market for gold ip 
London. They point out that the difficulties of the foreign 
exchange position are aggravated by the grant of loans and 
credits tu enable foreign States to pay for exports from this 
country, when we in our turn have to pay cash for imports 
of necessities from America, North and South, and they 
recommend that preference be given to exports to countries 
which are able to make payment in the ordinary course of 
trade. The argument as to the exchange, is obviously, true 
and we are fully alive to the importance of this aspect of 
the question. There are, however, other considerations 
arising out of our relations with our Allies, and out of the 
economic condition of Europe, to which due weight must be 
given in particular cases. Subject to the fulfilment of 
these obligations 1 agree with the Committee. 

The Government further agree with the Committee’s viey 
that increased production, cessation of Government borroy. 
ings, and decreased expenditure, both public and private, 
are the first essentials to recovery. So tar as I can foresee 
the highest point of the National Debt will be reached in 
the course of the next month or six weeks, and I have every 
hope that thereafter we may be in a_ position to effect a 
gradual but steady diminution oi the gross debt. In para. 
yraph 4 the Committee reaffirm their view that the principles 
of the Bank Charter Act of 1844 are well adapted to the 
needs of this country. In paragraph 5 the Committee ex. 
press their gratification at the efforts now being made to 
reduce the amount of Ways and Means borrowings from the 
Bank of England, and express the hope that, with the 
return of more normal conditions, the Government will con- 
fine the use of such advances to what the Committee describe 
as their legitimate function, namely, to tide over a few 
weeks’ shortage. I am in entire agreement with the 
Committee on this matter, and every effort will be made to 
continue the process of paying off such advances. The 
question of the position of foreign banks in this country, 
referred to in paragraph 6 of the Report, is already under 
the consideration of the Board of Trade. In paragraph 7 
the Committee recommend that the legal tender status 
accorded to the notes of Scottish and Irish banks as an 
emergency measure in August, 1914, be withdrawn, and pre- 
war conditions restored, I propose to give effect to this 
recommendation forthwith, and a Proclamation will be sub- 
mitted this week to his Majesty in Council to take effect as 
from Ist January, 1920. 

In paragraph 8 the Committee make three recommenda- 
tions, viz. (a) that the actual maximum fiduciary circulation 
of currency notes in any one calendar year be fixed as the 
legal maximum for the next; (0) that the practice cf placing 
Bank of England notes in the currency note reserve as cover 
for the note issue as opportunity arises be continued; (¢) 
that the Treasury minute made under section 2 of the 
Currency and Bank Note Act, 1914, providing for the issue 
on loan of currency notes to joint-stock banks be now with- 
drawn. I propose to give immediate effect to the first aud 
third of these. recommendations, and to continue the policy 
recommended in the second. 1 propose to circulate in 
the official report copies of the Treasury minutes issued on 
their points. 

TREASURY MINUTES. 

The Treasury Minutes referred to by Mr. Chamber: 
lain are as follows:—- 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer draws the attention of 
the Board to paragraph 8 of the Final Report of the Com- 
mittee on Currency and Foreign Exchanges after the War, 
which recommends the impositicn of a maximum limit on the 
issue of currency notes under the Currency and Bank Notes 
Act, 1914. The Chancellor proposes to the Board that steps 
shall be taken to give effect to the recommendation that the 
actual maximum fiduciary circulation of currency notes i 
any year shal] be the fixed maximum for the following year. 

The maximum fiduciary circulation during the expired 
portion of the current calendar year has been £326,608,2% 
10s., and the Chancellor accordingly proposes that direc 
tions shall now be given to the Bank of England restricting 
them from issuing currency notes during the twelve months 
commencing Ist January, 1920, in excess of a total of 
£320,600,000, except against gold or Bank of England notes, 
and from issuing in the calendar year commencing Ist 
January in any year henceforward notes in excess of the 
actual maximum fiduciary circulation of the preceding 
twelve months. My Lords concur. 

Under the powers conferred by Section 2 of the Currency 
and Bank Notes Act, 1914, and the Treasury Minutes 0 
6th August and 20th August, 1914, and 29th February, 1916, 
the Treasury gave directions embodied in those minutes for 
the issue of currency notes to bankers, and, upon the appli- 
cation of the National Debt Commissioners, to the Post- 
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master-General, tor the purpose of providing cash for the 
Post Office Savings Bank Fund, and to the order of the 


trustees of any trustee savings bank for such amount as 
might from time to time be necessary to provide funds for 
the payment of sums due to depositors (including depositors 
in special investment departments), the notes so issued 
being treated as interest bearing advances by the Treasury. 
The arrangements then made were designed to meet the 
danger of a shortage of currency in the circumstances 
attendant on war conditions, and the Committee on Cur- 
rency and Foreign Exchanges after the War in their Final 
Report recommend that they should now be discontinued. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer therefore reccmmends to 
the Board that the directions given ny the Minute cited 
shall be revoked as from 1st January, 1920, in so far as they 
provide tor the issue ‘of currency notes as advances to 
bankers and to the Postmaster-General and the Trustee 
Savings Banks, provided that any advance made under those 
owers and still outstanding upon tnat date shall be un- 
affected by such revocation and remain so unaftfecte d until 


repayment, My Lords concur. 





MEAT SUPPLIES FOR THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


REPORT OF INTER-DEPARTMENTAL 
COMMITTEE. 

On lith April, 1919, the President of the Board ot 
Trade appointed a Committee ‘‘ To consider and report 
on the neans of securing sufficient meat supplies for the 
United Kingdom at reasonable prices, with special 
regard to the development of meat production in the 
United Kingdom and in the British Oversea Dominions, 
and to the protection of Pritish markets and of produc- 
ing countries within the Empire from domination by 
foreign organisations.’ The members of Committee 
were Mr. W. C. Bridgeman, M.P. (Chairman), Mr. A. 
Andrewes Uthwatt, Sir F. T. Boys, K.B.E., Mr. E. J. 
Harding, C.M.G., Sir R. Henry Rew, K.C.B., Lieut.- 
Col. Sir Thomas B. Robinson, K.C.M.G., K.B.E., with 
Mr. Henry W. Macrosty, O.B.E., as Secretary. The 
Committee have issued their Report, dated 16th Sep- 
tember last (Cmd. 456, Price 3d. net), and we give 
below their conclusions and recommendations :— 





CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 


56. The evidence laid before us shows, in our opinion, 
that, apart trom the exigencies arising out of war condi- 
tions, there is little risk of a shortage of the quantity of 
imported meat required to supplement our home produc- 
tion. So far, indeed, as mutton and lamb are concerned, 
we are satisfied that the Empire can become self-supporting 
within a few years, but the case is different with *-cf. 
as this country must for a considerable time be as “ent 
on South America for the bulk of its imports. I view 
of the strong position held by American companies /a the 
South American meat trade, the witnesses, with few «xcep- 
tions, were agreed that some action was desirable and 
necessary to safeguard the interests of British producers 
and traders at home and abroad, and by so doing to pro- 
tect consumers from the menace of a monopoly; but there 
was no general agreement amongst them as to the best 
measures to he taken in order to secure this end. 

57. We believe that the stimulation of supplies from 
within the Empire and the protection of British interests 
outside the Empire form the best basis for ensuring suffi- 
cient supplies for the United Kingdom, and we are strongly 
of opinion that this should be accepted as the permanent 
Government policy. The specific measures that may from 
time to time be required can be determined when occasion 
arises, but the public adoption of this policy will give con- 
fidence and encouragement to British producers at home, 
in the Dominions, and in foreign countries. 


PRODUCTION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


58. We now proceed to deal in the terms of our reference 
with the measures to be adopted for increasing the total 
quantity of home-killed meat. We have taken it for 
granted that nothing in the nature of a tariff protecting 
home-grown neat is at present in contemplation, and we 
have accordingly abstained from calling or examining wit- 
nesses on this subject. Such an enquiry, if undertaken, 
should be referred to another Committee specially appointed 
for that purpose. We have also to point out that, in the 
main, we are supporting the policy which the Departments 
of Agriculture are pursuing :— 
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(a) We are impressed with the complaints made of the 
poor quality of much of our stock, and recommend 
that the measures already adopted by the Agri- 
cultural Departments for the improvement of five 
stock should be fully developed. In _ particular, 
active steps should be taken by the Departments 
and by Agricultural Societies to provide bulls and 
rams of good quality within easy access, so that 
no farmer can have any excuse for having recourse 
to inferior animals. It is desirab‘e to prohibit the 
use of all bulls except those certificated as fit for 
breeding and, so far as this is now practicable, 
the necessary measures should be taken at once. 
[~ is important that dairy farmers should be con- 
vinced of the necessity of breeding good ‘‘ dual- 
purpose’? animals; in this way the number of 
calves suitable for rearing would be increased. 

(b) We regard the prevention of the introduction of 
contagious diseases among live stock as of the 
highest importance, and in particular we recom- 
mend that more vigorous action should be taken to 
reduce the annual loss from tuberculosis and con- 
tagious abortion. We also recommend that further 
enquiry should be made into the feasibility of a 
compulsory scheme of national insurance against 
tuberculosis, either with or without State help. 

(c) We recommend that all possivie steps should be 
taken to increase the supply of feeding stuffs, to 
enquire into the methods of feeding which give the 
best results, and to spread among farmers know- 
ledge as to alternative methods of feeding. The 
greater use of forage crops, more scientific feeding, 
and the improvement of poor pastures by the use 
of artificial manures are points which will repay 
attention. 

(7) We recommend that as far as it is economically 
possible deer forests should be utilised for summer 
pasturing of cattle and sheep. 

(¢) We recommend that the provision of slaughter- 
houses and auction marts and sale yards under the 
direct control of farmers should be encouraged, 
and we approve of the efforts which are being made 
in this direction by the Agricultural Organisation 
Society. We regard the sale of stock by dead 
weight at co-operative slaughter-houses as the most 
satisfactory to the farmer, and as at the same 
time serving the interests of the consumer. 

(f) We have no doubt that where cattle are not sold 
by dead weight the basis of sale by live weight 
should be adopted, primarily in the interests of 
the seller, but. also as tending to more business-like 
methods of dealing generally. We are not pre- 
pared to suggest the compulsory enforcement of 
this method, but we recommend that in every 
market or sale yard all cattle (whether fat or store) 
exposed for sale should be weighed and the weights 
posted or notified before sale in such manner as to 
be readily available to all persons concerned. 

(g) We are of opinion that loss of meat would be 
avoided if a higher standard of sanitation were 
required for markets, slaughter-houses, and shops, 
and if better provision were made for the transport 
of meat by railway, road, river, or canal in pro- 
perly insulated and cooled wagons, vans, and 
barges. 

(kh) We have given very careful consideration to the 
question of the importation of store cattle from 
Canada, a matter on which the opinions of the wit- 
nesses were seriously divided, and we regret that we 
are unable to make a unanimous recommendation. 
Separate recommendations will be found below. 


PRODUCTION IN THE OVERSEA DOoMINIONS. 


59 We regard the centrol or supervision of meat produc- 
tion in the Dominions as a matter for them alone, but in 
order to ensure unity of action by the several Governments 
we advise that there should be frequent, inter-communica- 
tion on this subject by conference or otherwise. As an 
example of action in regard to which general consideration 
might be desirable, we would refer to the recent New 
Zealand Act for the licensing of meat exporters. 

Meat production in the Dominions may be expected to 
continue to progress rapidly, and the existence of a ready 
market in the United Kingdom for the bulk of their ex- 
ports is the best guarantee of such development. Some 
further aid can, however, be given by assisting them to 
secure new markeis. 

(a) We recommend that diplomatic action be taken to 
obtain the removal of all unjustifiable restrictions 
on the importation of Dominion meat into foreign 
countries, including the surtaxe d’entrepét on meat 
transhipped from the United Kingdom. Further, 
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if any action is to be taken for the feeding of the 
countries ravaged by the war, we consider that 
every effort should be made to secure a share of the 
trade for the Dominions. 


(0) We also recommend that Government contracts for 
meat should be confined to British producers in the 
United Kingdom and in the Dominions. 

We have already referred to a proposal to stimulate pro- 
duction in the Dominions by offering a subsidy in the form 
of ‘* premiums’? to British shippers of meat from the 
Dominions to the United Kingdom, and have indicated that 
it would certainly give rise to a demand trom home pro- 
ducers tor similar treatment. It also impinges upon 
general questions of fiscal and agricultural policy which can- 
net be usefully discussed in regard to one article of food 
alcne. We, accordingly, are not prepared to recommend 
the adoption of this plan, but we think that when the ques- 
tion of tariffs, bounties, and subsidies is being considered 
in connection with general trade policy it should not be lett 
out of account. 


British Meat Companies IN SouTH AMERICA. 
cl. The observations made in the preceding paragraph 
with regard to premiums apply equally to certain plans oi 
subsidy or monetary guarantee to British companies in 
Seuth America which were put betore us. 

(a) We recommend that the Government should encourage 
friendly co-operation between British shipowners and 
British meat companies for the establishment ot 
services in which British interests would be ceon- 
cerned. Such co-operation would be promoted by 
means of the Consultative Committees suggested in 
paragraphs (61) and 63 (c). 

(L) We also recommend that the British Government 
should acquire an interest in one or more treezing 
works tor the purpose of ensuring, by first-hand 
acquaintance with the facts, that the position of 
British firms engaged in exportation of meat from 
these countries is not unduly prejudiced. The co- 
operation of His Majesty’s Government during the 
war in the Las Palmas works has proved to be of 
great value, and affords an example which might 
be followed with such modifications as circumstances 
require. If this proposal is adopted, the practica- 
bility of opening such works to all British subjects 
deserves favourable consideration. We regard this 
proposal as in the nature of an insurance, necessary 
so long as the United Kingdom is compelled to draw 
a portion of its meat supplies from sources outside 
the Empire. 

(c) We recommend that any profits accruing to the 
Government from its interest in such works should 
be applied to the encouragement of meat produc- 
tion in the United Kingdom and in the British 
Oversea Dominions. 


SHIPPING. 

61. We are of opinion that the Plate and Australasian 
Refrigerated Tonnage Committees rendered very useful ser- 
vices during the war, and we recommend that an organisa- 
tion of this character should be continued for purposes of 
consultation between the Government and the shipowners 
on such subjects as freights, services, distribution of ton- 
nage, and foreign competition. (See Paragraph 63 (c¢)). 

If this were done we anticipate that shipowners would be 
prepared to undertake that they would not vary their 
contracts to bring meat to the United Kingdom without 
first taking the advice of His Majesty’s Government in the 
matter. [In this way the loss of supplies to the United 
Kingdom by the diversion of shipping could be prevented. 


TAXATION. 


62. We have been greatly impressed by the evidence 
tendered to us that the present system under which com- 
panies residept in the United Kingdom and operating in 
the Dominions and foreign countries are taxed on their 
profits, whether as producers or merchants, and whether 
brought to the United Kingdom or not, while foreign com- 
panies not resident in the United Kingdom pay only on 
their merchants’ profits in the United Kingdom, is a severe 
handicap on the former. This disability is one which is 
net confined to meat companies, and must clearly be con- 
sidercg with reference to the general problem of taxation of 
incomes in the United Kingdom. We are convinced, how- 
ever, that British meat companies are very seriously p:re- 
judiced. and we recommend that our expression of opinion 
as to this grievance should be forthwith brought to the 
notice of the Royal Commission now investigating the 
Income Tax, 
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CONTROL OF THE Mest TRADE. 

_63. Various schemes have been put before us aiming at 
the exercise of a certain amount of control and supervision 
of the meat trade, so as to provide a ready means of inter. 
vention to check practices detrimental to the public interest 
After careful consideration of those schemes, we make the 
following recommendations : — 

(a) Statutory Licences.—All persons who import or dea] 
in cattle, sheep, beef, veal, mutton, or lamb in the 
ordinary course of their trade should be required 
by statute to hold a licence from the proper 
authority as defined below (sub-section  (e¢)) 
Farmers dealing in stock in the ordinary course of 
farming operations should be exempted from the 
necessity of obtaining a licence 

(b) Conditions of Licences.—An applicant for a licence 
should be required to furnish such information re. 
lating to the ownership of his business and other 
matters as may be prescribed. Subject to the pre. 
scribed information being duly furnished, the licence 
should be issued to the applicant as a matter of 
course, except where it appears that a case for 
revocation of the licence would immediately arise oy 
its issue. 

The conditions to be attached to licences should 
be fixed by the Licensing Authority, and in the case 
of importers might include a limitation of the quan. 
tities of meat to be imported within specified 
periods. In gereral, these conditions should: 
require :— 

All licensees to furnish at all times such informa- 
tion concerning the operations of their business as 
may be required, and to give reasonable tacilities 
for the examination of books and other documents 
relating to their business 

All licensees who are importers to furnish in 
the required detail periodical returns as to their 
past and expected receipts of meat. 

(c) Meat Department.—The Board of Trade or such cther 
Department as the Government may select should 
set up a Meat Department assisted by two Consul- 
tative Committees:—(a) consisting of representa- 
tives of the British interests in the meat trade, 
including producers and consumers, and () con- 
sisting of representatives of the owners of British 
insulated ships (see paragraph 61). The duties of 
the Department should comprise the issue, suspen- 
sion, and cancellation of licences, subject to an ap- 
peal to a court of law; the consideration of alleged 
cases of unfair trading and other complaints; the 
supervision of works leased by the Government; 
and any other duties that may from time to time 
be assigned to it. 

The Meat Department should be empowered to 
exempt certain classes of traders (in particular 
small butchers and hawkers‘ from the necessity oi 
obtaining or holding a licence, and should discrimi- 
nate between different classes in the information 
to be required and the conditions to be attached 
to licences. 

64. We are of opinion that the adoption of the system of 
licences as above described will provide a method of check- 
ing practices in the meat trade, whether by trusts or otier- 
wise, which are inimical to the public interest, but we con- 
sider that eflective measures for dealing with trusts or 
combinations require legislation of a general character and 
may necessitate international co-operation. The cperations 
of trusts are not confined to the meat trade, and there are 
in other trades combinations and corporations which have 
acquired a very considerable control over supplies. Any 
such anti-trust legislation may be expected to define and 
proscribe trading practices detrimental to the public 
interest. 

GENERAL. 

65. Our recommendations are based on the assumption 
that normal conditions of trade will have been restored, 
and are not intended to apply to the exceptional period of 
centrol necessitated by the war. So long as this control 
continues (and it will presumably continue so long as there 
is any danger of meat being in short supplv) international 
action may be required to secure a fair treatment to the 
several meat-importing countries and to enable them to 
obtain supplies at a just price. This is a matter falling 
be considered by the International Economic Council ot 
any body replacing it. 

66. We desire to express our warm appreciation of the 
assistance afforded to the Committee by the Secretary, Mr. 
Macrosty, who placed at our disposal a mass of valuable 
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information collected by him, and materially aided our 
investigations by his own experience in the subject and his 
untiring industry 
Wirtiam C. Brinceman (Chairman). 
A, ANDREWES UTHWATT.* = ° 
k. T. Boys.* 
E. J. Harpine. 
RK. Henry Rew. 
T. B. Rosinson.t 
Board of Trade, 
16th September. 1919. 


*Subject to additional recommendations (see below). 
tSubject to additional recommendation (see below 


RECOMMENDATIONS ON IMPORTATION OF STORE 
CATTLE FROM CANADA. 
[, 

At the Imperial War Conference, 1917, the President ot 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (Lord Ernle) assured 
the Canadian representatives that tne English Board ot 
Avriculture were in favour of the removal of the embargo 
on Canadian store cattle. He based this view on the 
admitted fact that there was not, and had not been for a 
good many years past, the slightest ground to exclude 
Canadian cattle on the score of disease. [Cd. 8673, page 3.) 
Further, while he appears to have somewhat changed 
his attitude as to the desirability of excluding 
Canadian store cattle, nevertheless he admitted, in 
reply to a deputation in the present summer, that 
there were no cattle in the world so tree’ from 
disease as those born and bred in Canada. These official 
assurances taken with the evidence submitted to us render 


‘it difficult to accept the main argument advanced in sup- 


port of the present restrictions, viz., that the confidence 
ot stock breeders in the United Kingdom would be so seri- 
ously affected by the removal of existing safeguards against 
the importation of cattle from Canada that there would be 
a decline in the number of home-bred stores. 

It is sometimes contended that the existing restrictions, 
whilst not justifiable in regard to Canadian cattle. are 
nevertheless necessary owing to the possibility that disease 
may be introduced into the United Kingdom through cattle 
which have reached Canadian ports from the United States. 

The Canadian Live Stock Commissioner met this argu- 
ment by pointing out that Canada is protected against the 
importation of diseases of animals by a rigid system ot 
inspection and quarantine. He told us that, owing to the 
precautions taken, not a single case of foot and mouth 
disease occurred in Canada during the last three outbreak- 
(one very severe) in the United States. He added that, 
if any additional motive were required to ensure the con- 
tinuance of this rigid supervision in Canada, the opening 
up of the Live Cattle Trade with Great Britain would clearly 
supply it. . 

It is further contended that the admission of Canadian 
store cattle would result in a reduction in the price o! 
stores, and so discouage breeding, and that thereitore the 
total supply of beef to the United Kingdom might not be 
appreciably affected. This contention cannot, we think, 
be accepted since the number of calves and stores reared 
depends on the quantity of food available in the United 
Kingdom, irrespective of what may be the origin of the 
animals. In addition there is the admitted fact that the 
number of store cattle reaching England and Scotland trom 
Ireland has recently been declining. 

We do not attach importance to the argument that under 
present conditions of prices and ocean freights cattle from 
Canada will not in fact be sent to the United Kingdom. 
This condition of affairs may well be temporary: in any case 
it seems to us to be irrelevant to the main question whether 
it is desirable or not to render the importation of store 
cattle from Canada possible. : | 

Finaily, we consider that the strongly expressed wishes ot 
the Canadian Government and of the stock interests in 
Canada in favour of the re-opening of a market within the 
Empire for her surplus store cattle are of the highest 
importance. 

We accordingly recommend that the Diseases of Animals 
Act, 1896, should be repealed, and Section 26 of the Diseases 
of Animals Act, 1894, revived. This course will enable 
the English Board of Agriculture to make Orders admitting 
animals into the United Kingdom from abroad without 
being subject to immediate slaughter at the ports, provided 
that the Board are satisfied that reasonable security is 
afforded against the importation of diseased animals. 

We further recommend that, immediately on the passing 
of the necessary Jegislation, the Board of Agriculture shoul 
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make an Order permitting the admission of cattle from 


Canada. 


ANDREWES UTHWatTT. 
* T. Boys. 

E. J. Harpinec. 

T. B. Rosinson. 


Land 


Tf. 


We are unable to recommend an alteration of the law 
which now prevents the importation of store cattle from 
Canada. We come to this conclusion only after very care- 
tul consideration, and we much regret that it involves the 
rejection of a proposal which is supported by representatives 
of the Dominion. 

The present generation has almost forgotten the losses 
which stockbreeders endured from the ravages of cattle 
plague, foot and mouth disease, and pleuro-pneumonia, and 
the extent to which the development of meat production in 
this country was checked by the reluctance of stockowners 
to increase their liability to these risks. In one year (1883) 
nearly oUU,000 animals were attacked by toot and mouth 
disease alone, and the annual loss from pleuro-pneunionia 
Was very heavy. Successive measures were passed, provid- 
ing an increasing degree of security, but the increase in 
the number of cattle was slow. It was not until measures 
were adopted to prevent the introduction of living animals 
for distribution-throughout the country that stockbreeders 
felt secure, and the cattle of the country began steadily to 
increase. 

lt is true that cattle born and bred in Canada are ex- 
ceptionally free from disease, and that such cattle, if sent 
divect from Canadian ports to the United Kingdom, would 
be unlikely to introduce disease of any kind. It the healthi- 
ness of cattle in Canada were the only tact to be considered, 
the issue would be simplified. The long open trontier 
‘etween Canada and the United States, however, precludes 
us trom regarding the question of risk of disease as being 
decided by the healthiness of Canadian cattle alone. 

There is no doubt in our minds, and the evidence given 
by many farmers betore the Committee confirms it, that 
any relaxation of the statutory safeguards now provided 
against the introduction of disease would seriously alarm 
stockbreeders in all parts of the United Kingdom. _ Irish 
breeders, especially, express great apprehension at the 
suggestion of allowing the import ot Canadian stores. That 
alarm would immediately be reflected in a check to the 
breeding and rearing ot stock, and tor a long time to come, 
at any rate, would be likely to reduce very seriously the 
home production ot meat. As the Committee was charged 
to have special regard to the development of meat produc- 
tion in the United Kingdom, we are unable to assent to an 
alteration in the law which in our judgment would Have the 
effect of reducing the number of stock bred and reared at 
heme, unless we are assued that any deficiency thus caused 
would be more than made good. Nothing in the evidence 
gives this assurance. When Canadian stores were admitted 
to this country, the maximum number of live animals sent 
over in any one year, 1890, was 121,000, of which about 
40 per cent. were fat, and were at once slaughtered. Since 
stores were excluded, the maximum number sent over was 
191,000 in 1903. During the war, when Canada was 
making every effort to contribute to the meat supply, but 
was unable to continue shipment to the United Kingdom, 
she exported about 200,000 cattle per annum to the United 
States, while at the same time exporting about 9d(),900 tons 
of beet. 

The interest of Canada is admitted to lie in the develop- 
ment of an export trade in beef, rather than in store cattle, 
and the Canadian Live Stock Commissioner indicated to 
che Committee the measures which the Canadian Govern- 
ment had taken, and were contemplating, with this object. 
He agreed that the Canadian Government would wish to 
retain power to regulate the export trade in stores, if there 
were any danger that it would interfere with the develop- 
ment of the dead meat trade, “ to which,’ he said, ‘‘ the 
Government is committed.” 

It appears to us, therefore, that if Canadian stores were 
re-admitted the numbers reaching this country would be 
small, uncertain, and variable. Having seriously disturbed 
the stable conditions under which British stock-breeders 
have built up their herds during tne past quarter of a 
century, the United Kingdom might thus find itself not only 
without adequate compensation, but in a substantially worse 
position than if Canada devoted all her energies to the 
development of her exports of dead meat or, if necessary, 
of fat cattle to this country. 

Kor these reasons we do not feel justified, under the 
tcrms of the Committee’s reference, in recommending any 
relaxation of the conditien which requires all imported 
cattle to be slaughtered at the ports, as we are convinced 
that the maintenance of this condition tends to increase. 
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and not to diminish, the total meat supply of the United 
Kingdom 
| Wittiam C. Brinceman. 
R. Henry Rew. 
ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS. 

We have signed the above Report, as, subject to the two 
points mentioned below, we are in general agreement with 
its recommendations. 

1. British Meat CoMPaNizes 1N SOUTH AMERICA. 

lt is clear from the facts stated in paragraph 17 that the 
British companies operating in South America are unable 
to hold their ground against the American Companies; and 
it is further clear that the licensing system proposed by 
paragraph 63, one of the uses of which is to control im- 
ported supplies, will of itself restrict and not augment such 
supplies. To ensure supplies it is necessary either that 
there should be a subsidy or guarantee of business to British 
works operating in South America so as to secure their 
continued existence or that the British Government should 
itself acquire and run works in South America. In either 
case it would be requisite that sufficient insulated shipping 
should be provided or controlled by the British Govern- 
pent. 

2. SHIPPING. 

Apart trom the adoption of the suggestion made in 1, it 
is clear that the Plate and Australasian Refrigerated Ion- 
nage Committees referred to in paragraph 61 can do nothing 
unless there is power in fact to control insulated shipping, 
and in our opinion it is necessary that such power of contral 


should continue. : 
A, ANDREWES UTHWATT. 
IF. T. Boys. 
Note sy sir T. B. Rostnsoyn. 
I agree with paragraph 1, above, but not with para- 
graph 2. 
T. B. RosBinson. 
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Notes on Trade 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the aceuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc.. published in the “Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 


GOODS “IN TRANSIT” AT SALONICA. 

It has been reported that goods shipped to Salonica 
in transit for Serbian ?tinations have been detained 
at the instance of the “veek Customs Authorities owing 
to the fact that the pivvisional manifests are frequently 
incomplete or incorrect in detail. In view of the irregu- 
larity of the mails. the original manifests of British 
steamers do not arrive at Salonica before the steamers, 
as would be the case under normal conditions, and the 
agents are therefore compelled to deposit with the 
Customs Authorities manifests drawn up in accordance 
with the provisional documents on board the vessel. 
It not infrequently happens that goods destined for 
Serbia are not so indicated on the provisional manifests, 
although all the other relevant documents confirm 
their Serbian destination. The Customs Authorities 
have declined to allow the necessary corrections to be 
made in the light of the complete and more precise 
information furnished by the original manifests when 
they are eventually received. In these circumstances, 
it is very necessary for shippers to provide, in the first 
instance, shipping documents correct in every detail 
and clearly indicating that the goods in question are 
being shipped to Salonica “in transit ’’ to Serbian 
destinations, and it is also necessary that the cases 
should be addressed to the ultimate consignee in Serbia 
and marked ‘‘ Transit pour la Serbie,’’ with a view 
to obviating their detention and delay at the port upon 
arrival. Shippers should also take every precaution to 
advise their shipping agents at Salonica in advance in 
regard to all shipments made through that port for 
inland destinations. 














OPENINGS IN GUATEMALA. 
A travelling agent for a continental firm dealing in 
hats and haberdashery recently arrived in Guatemala, 
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und in the course of two to three weeks, it is stated, 
sold goods to the value of nearly a million francs. ‘This. 
is reported by H.M. Minister as an illustration of the 
depletion of markets, and the advantage to be gained 
by visiting them now. It is practically certain that 
there will be indefinite delays in filling orders, and that 
little of the merchandise will reach the local Guatemalan 
merchant within even a reasonable period, but local 
merchants are only too glad to have the opportunity of 
placing orders in the faint hope that some of them 
will be promptly despatched. 

Travelling agents invariably promise prompt delivery 
of all orders, and thus tend to exclude their competitors 
from business. Local merchants are, however, alive to 
the delays that are likely to occur in shipment, but 
nevertheless they must feel a certain reluctance—when 
once an order is given—to duplicate it elsewhere, 
ulthough this is done in a number of cases. 

It is therefore recommended that United Kingdom 
export houses should send travelling salesmen to this 
mmarket with a view to obtaining orders against the 
time when circumstances will have permitted a more. 
or less normal resumption of business. 





ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF COLONIES 
AND PROTECTORATES. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies has appointed 
un Advisory Committee under his Chairmanship with 
the object of promoting the economic development of 
the Colonies and Protectorates. 

The duty of the Committee will be to inquire into’ 
the opportunities of economic development in the 
Colonies and Protectorates, to make recommendations 
as to the principles and methods to be followed in 
such development, and to examine and report on any 
particular schemes and suggestions which may be sub- 
mitted tothem. The members of the Committee are :— 

The Viscount Harcourt, 

Sir Owen Philipps, G.C.M.G., M.P., 

Myr. Neville Chamberlain, M.P., 

Sir William Mercer, K.C.M.G., 

Sir John Eaglesome, K.C.M.G., 

Mr. J. F. Darling, 

Mr. Geoffrey Dawson, and 

Sir Herbert Read, K.C.M.G., C.B., and 

My. G. Grindle, C.B., C.M.G., both of the Colonial 

Othice. 

Mr. P. H. Ezechiel, Secretary to the Crown Agents 

for the Colonies, will act as Secretary to the Committee. 








FRENCH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR THE 
RHINE PROVINCES, 

A French Chamber of Commerce in the Rhine Pro- 
vinces 1s about to be formed. According to the articles 
of Association, the headquarters of this Chamber will 
be in Paris, and the secretariat at Mavenee. The 
object of this French Chamber of Commerce is to 
collect, exchange and distribute among merchants and 
the different commercial insfitutions in France and 
its Colonies, all useful information regarding the 
development of French industry and commerce in the 
ithine provinces, and ta further trade between the 
Rhine provinces, and to further trade between the 
sent its views on the modifications to be introduced in 
the commercial and industrial legislation of the two 
countries, as well as alterations to be made in the inter- 
national conventions and treaties. It will also state 
its views on the carrying out of public works and the 
organisation of public services, which might interest 
commerce and industry, such as transport by water, 
by land and by rail; post and telegraph services, ex- 
hibitions, ete., ete. The Chamber will communicate 
direct with the different Ministries, especially the 
Ministries of Industrial Reconstruction, Commerce and 
Industry and Foreign Affairs, with the authorities of 
the Rhine Provinces, Diplomatic and Consular agents, 
and with the French or Foreign Chambers of Com- 
merce, | 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 





FAIR AT BANDOENG. 

An Industrial Fair is to be held at Bandoeng, Nether- 
land East Indies, in May, 1920, when the Pan-Pacifie 
Engineering Congress will be in session at Weltevreden 
(see the “* Journal ”’ of 25th September, p. 392). 

The Fair will be open on the 20th, or five days after 
the close of the Congress, and will last a fortnight or 
longer. 

Permission to exhibit will be general and exhibits 
will come under three sections, divided into eight groups. 

The three sections wil] embrace :-- 

[.—Samples of products and manufactures not entirely 
of native origin. 

[{ —Samples of products ond manufactures of purely 
native origin. 

11¥.—Exhibition of articles, samples of which are not 
shown. 

The eight groups will include. 

1. Government monopolies. 
. Machinery, agricultural implements, ete. 
Building materials, etc. 
. Produce of agriculture, forestry, and mining. 
Printing, office requirements, etc. 
3, Chemicals and nursery appliances. 
7. Objects of art, jewellery, gold and silver articles. 
8. Sundries. 


Cit GO ty 


oo. 


All manufactured or semi-manutactured imiaterials 
necessary for Netherland East Indian industry may 
be exhibited, both foreign raw materials and machinery 
only if unobtainable in sufficient quantities in the 
Netherland East Indies. Objects and machinery neces- 
sary for the creation or improvement of industries may 
be exhibited. 

Exhibitors under Sections I and II will be allotted 
space in priority of application; exhibitors of home 
produced articles will be granted preference over exhi- 
bitors of foreign articles in Section IIT. 


The approval of the Committee must be obtained for 


the erection of buildings by private persons or bodies. 

The show rooms will measure 4 metres by 4 metres. 

Reductions in freight rates for exhibits have already 
been advised by several steamship companies and the 
Government railways and tramways. 

Included in the exhibits admissible under Section II] 
may be mentioned machinery or objects connected with 
the manufacture of glass, earthenware, gas mantles, 
textiles, toys, personal ornament, boots and shoes, etc., 
agricultural, forestry and mining machinery and acces- 
sories thereto; motor cars, motor boats, transport 
motors, traction motors, fire extinguishers, typewriters, 
duplicators, calculating machines, cash registers, safes 
and strong-room doors, sanitary machinery, incinerating 
ovens and washing machines. It should be noted that 
the Netherland East Indies absorb about £2°000,000 
worth of machinery annually. 

While the Fair is a private venture it is thought quite 
possible that Government assistance by means of a 
subsidy may be granted. 





as 


PRETORIA EXPOSITION POSTPONED. 

Upon the advice of General Smuts, the Prime 
Minister, it has been decided to postpone the great 
national exposition of South African manufactures and 
products in Pretoria until 15th August to 15th October, 
1922. 

The present Executive will remain in office to handle 
any matters that may arise, and Mr, Downie, secre- 
tary of the Pretoria Chamber of Cornmerce, has been 
appointed hon, secretary to keep the organisation in 
being until the beginning of 1921, when the whole sub- 
ject will be re-opened and a strenuous campaign 
started to carry the scheme to fruition. 

According to the management, the Prime Minister 
feels that, in view of the chaotic conditions of the 
various countries who desire to exhibit. machinery, 
etc., and the difficulties surrounding fhe shipping 
problem, together with the local upheaval which will 
take place in South Africa owing to the general elec- 
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tion next year, it will be impossible to hope for a suc- 
cessful Exposition earlier than 1922, 





AUTOMOBILE EXHIPITION IN DENMARK. 


A proposal is under consideration to hold an auto- 
mobile exhibition in Copenhagen in the early part of 
next year. It would appear that this exhibition is to 
be organised by the Association of Motor and Cycle 
Dealers (Copenhagen), and work has already been com- 
menced on a large Exhibitions Hall in the Tivoli grounds. 

The Exhibition will comprise commercial and agricul. 
tural vehicles as well as passenger vehicles. In Danish 
circles it is urged that United Kingdom manufacturers 
should make every effort to be represented at the 
Exhibition—especially the makers of light and compara- 
tively cheap cars. - 

It should be noted that this Exhibition will probably 
attract not only Danish buyers but also customers from 
other Scandinavian countries, and while conditions in 
the Eastern Baltic States are not yet normal, it is 
possible that they may become potential markets by the 
time United Kingdom firms are in a position to extend 
their export trade. 





THE LYONS AUTUMN FAIR. 
(From H1.M. Consul-General.) 
Lyons. 

The Lyons Fair held from 1st-15th October was the first 
Autumn Section of this Fair. For the last four years the 
Fair has been held from 1st-15th March, but owing to the 
number of applications for stands for the Spring Fair 
which had to be refused on account of lack of accommoda- 
tion, it was this year decided to divide the Fair into two 
sections. The autumn exhibits consisted of metallurgy, 
agricultural machinery, ironmongery, industrial supplies, 
building materials, india-rubber goods, men’s hats, agri- 
cultural products, and scelid and liquid foods. 

There are no reliable figures yet published of the numbers 
of the various exhibitors at the Autumn Fair, but there 
would appear to be under 1,200, as compared with 4,684 at 
the Spring Fair. This is, however, regarded as a satisfac- 
tory number by the Fair authorities, as the Autumn Section 
is the smallest, and a number of firms who had already 
exhibited in spring did not wish to incur the expense of 
coming again the same year. 

I'rench metallurgical exhibits were the main feature, 
and Swiss firms were next in prominence, Only 26 
British firms were represented personally, and 21 by agents, 
as compared with 470 at the Spring Fair. It is understood, 
however, that considerable orders were booked for British 
firms—over £1,000,000, 

The organisation of the Autuma Fair still left much to 
be desired. Many of the exhibitors had not received their 
exhiLits till the end of the first week owing to the lack of 
railway transport. This was specially the case for firms 
coming from the North. One transport firm had a privilege 
granted by the Fair Committee in regard to Customs 
formalities; and all other transport agents (including those 
of the British) were accordingly handicapped. Representa- 
tions have, however, been made on this subject. Prices at 
hotels and pensions were again exorbitant, and a strike of 
hotel and restaurant employees for the first three days of 
the Fair caused great inconvenience to visitors. 

On the other hand the grouping of exhibits at the Fair 
was much better arranged this time. A branch line was 
made to bring metallurgical exhibits close to their stands, 
a full catalogue was available several days before the Fair, 
and British visitors had no passport difficulties. 

It was noticeable that there was no representative of the 
French Government at the inauguration of the Fair, and 
this fact was remarked on ‘with mingled apprehension and 
indignation in the local press, which foresees the danger 
of the Fair descending from an international to a purely 
jocal event. The Mayor of Lyons, however, has shown by 
his initiative in commencing the construction of a huge 
Fair palace and a large hotel, where prices will be fixed at 
reasonable rates, that he is determined to make the Fair 
a success. 

A catalogue of the air, and a descriptive booklet recently 
published by the Fair authorities, may be consulted on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, S.W.1. 











Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GROWTH OF JAPANESE COMPETITION, 


The most remarkable and significant feature of India’s 
import trade during the war has been the prodigious 
expansion in imports from Japan. Figures given in H.M. 
Senior Trade Comimissioner’s Report on the Conditions aud 
Prospects of British Trade at the close of the War (Cimd. 
442. price 2s.), show that the imports have almost doubled 
in value each vear since 1914-15, and that the total value 
during 1918-19 was almost eight times that of 1914-15. 

LeaDInG JAPANESE Imports. 

Japan now occupies the second place in India’s import 
and export trade, Her shipments to India in 1918-19 
amounted to over £22.000,000, as compared with £51,000,000 
from the United Kingdom during the same period. [n 
1913-14 the corresponding values were £3,000,000 and 
£75,000,000. The leading imports, in order of importance, 
comprise COTTON Varn and plece-goods, 47 per cent.; silk 
manufactures, 6 per cent.; matches, 4 per cent.; iron and 
hardware, cotton hosiery, bronze, ete. ; 
chemicals; paper; instruments and appliances: tea chests: 
paints: beer: apparel: woollen manufactures; glassware ; 
machinery: cement: earthenware: haberdashery ; manutac- 
tures of wood: tovs: stationery; toilet requisites, etc., etc. 

Betore the war the share of Japan in the import and 
export trade ot India was only 2) per cent. and 74 per cent. 
respectively, and her manufactures did not come into direct 
competition with United Kingdom goods. In fact, owing 
to her heavy purchases ot Indian cotten, amounting in value 
in 1913-14 to nearly £13.000,000, there was a very heavy 
halance of trade against the country, and this was regulated 
through London. vapanese manufacturers, during the 
period between the Russo-Japanese War in 1904-5 and the 
ourcpreak of hostilities, were mainly engaged in extending 
their markets in Korea, Manchuria and China, and did 
not, as a rule, look turther afield. 

War DEVELOPMENTS. 

The war, however, gave them an exceptional opportunity, 
and they immediately proceeded to extend their connections 
in India, the Straits Settlements and Dutch East Indies; 
and later on in the British Dominions, the United States, 
and Europe, The principal Japanese overseas banks, stich 
as the Yokohama Specie Bank, the Bank of Taiwan, and 
the Sumitemo Bank, opened branches in Calcutta and 
Bembav. Direct lines of steamers were inaugurated 
hetween Japan, India, and all parts of the world. Japanese 
shipping companies established themselves at the Indian 
ports, and prominent export and import houses, such as the 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha and the Japan Cotton Trading Com- 
pany, opened branches in Calcutta and Bombay, and were 
tollowed by a nuniber of smaller firms. Numerous commer- 
cial missions were despatched to India; but, for the most 
part, they worked privately and were not accredited to the 
Government of India, Commercial travellers and inquiry 
agents came over in large numbers, and are still active 
throughout India studying bazaar requirements and the 
productions of competitors, and arranging to match well- 
known United Kingdom qualities. 

Meanwhile, every importing merchant in India is flooded 
with price lists, catalogues, market reports, and offers from 
exporters in Kobe, Osaka, Yokohama and Tokio. Japanese 
retail stores are now noticeable in every fair-sized town in 
India, and individual Japanese are to be found in the most 
remote parts of India. The extension of Japanese activity 
may be measured to some extent by the fact that the last 
Census returns show that in 1911 there were only 32 male 
Japanese in the country. Their nuniber to-day must ccn- 
siderably exceed 2,000. There is no properly accredited 
oficial commercial agent or attaché in India, and the 
Japanese consulates are supposed to attend to all official 
commercial work. 

JAPANESE MercHanr Hovses. 

Not only are Japanese goods entering the country in large 
quantities, but Japanese merchant houses are taking up a 
prominent position as general distributors of imports from 
all over the world, and as shippers of Indian produce. For 
instance, during the past two vears, two Japanese firms 
have headed the list of importers of cotton piece-goods into 
Calcutta: and, although the bulk of these goods were made 
in Japan, the imports from Manchester of one of the firms 
have been on a considerable — scale. In exports also, 
Japanese merchants are invading the trade in cach article 
and are shipping Indian produce all over the world. In 
fact, during recent months, one firm has been among the 
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first five leading shippers, and tour others are shipping 
larg: quantities of hessian cloth and gunny bags, Calcutta’s 
staple trade, In the industrial sphere, Japan has been 
active. Ginning and pressing plants have been acquired 
in the cotton districts. Efforts have been made to secure 
jute mills on the Hooghly, but so far without success. There 
is ample evidence to show that Japan is very much alive 
to the prospects of industrial expansion in the country. 
SHIPPING SERVICES. 

Betore the war Japanese shipping activities were mainly 
restricted tc the carriage of goods between India and Japan, 
together with such subsidiary services, e.g., with the Straits 
and China and between Calcutta and Rangoon, as could 
conveniently be worked in support of the main traffic. High 
treights and the shortage of other tonnage, particularly 
during the last two years, have given to Japan, perhaps, 
the most lucrative of all the opportunities that the war has 
hrought her. The tollowing are some ot the more import- 
ant regular sailings from India and Cevlon that have heen 
established since the war:— 

(a) By the Nippon Yusen Kaisha: 
Krom Calcutta to New 
Philadelphia. 
From Calcuita to the Cape. 
Krom Calcutta to Seattle. 
rom Calcutta to Java; and 
Krom Colombo to Boston and New York. 
') By the Osaka Shosen Kaisha: 
From Calcutta to Java. 
From Caleutta (with transhipment at Singapore) 
to the Cape and South America,’ 
Irom Colombo to Japan and Bombay, and 
From Bombay to Marseilles and Genoa. 
(c) By the Yamashita Kisen Kaisha: 
From Colombo to the Pacific Coast. 
Numerous efforts have also been made to obtain a footing 
in the trade between India and ports in the Persian Gulf, 
hut these so far have not been successful. In addition to 
these regular services, numerous Japanese vessels have heen 
emploved on time charters in Indian waters. 

ft will be observed that, with the exception of the Osaka 
Shosen Kaisha line between Bombay, Genoa and Marseilles 
(which was only established in the summer of 1918, at a 
time when the Suez Canal ports were so blocked with 
transhipment cargo, dumped there by Japanese vessels 
which refused to enter the Mediterranean, that it was a 
question of running the vessels right through or relinquish- 
ing all attempts to obtain a hold on the trade with Con- 
tinental ports), none of the new Japanese services mentioned 
has involved the running of vessels in a danger area. Japan 
has, theretore, been able to preserve her fleet intact and 
extend her shipping services in waters free from sub- 
marines, and this at a time when every available vessel was 
required by the Allies in Europe to maintain their supplies. 

COHESION. 

One of the most remarkable features of Japanese organi- 
sation is the way in which all their branches of activity 
abroad pull together as one unit for the furtherance of the 
national cause and, by means of preferential treatment 
io their own people vis-a-vis foreign competitors, contrive 
to place business in the hands of each other and keep out 
competing interests, This cohesion and co-operation of all 
interests for the general welfare is carried to a degree which 
is not experienced in the case of any other nation, Even 
commercial Germany before the war does not appear to 
have been so closely knit as Japan is at the present time. 

Japanese competition may be summarised under iwo 
heads : — 

(aj) the competition of Japanese manufactured goods 
with the products of our own industries; and 
(b) the competition of Japanese merchants with cor- 
responding British houses in India in_ the 
distribution of imported goods and in the export 
trade in Indian produce and manufactures. 
Cotton YARNS AND PrEce-Goops. 

[It is in Great Britain’s staple trade with India, viz., 
cotton varns and piece-goods, that the most serious inroads 
have been made, and that Japanese competition in the 
future is likely to be most permanent and insistent. In the 
last vear, ending 3lst March, 1919, the relative proportions 
of the quantitative imports from the two main sources of 
supply were as follows: 


at 


York. Boston and 


From the From 
lnited Kingdom, Japan. 
Imports. Percentage. Percentage. 
Cotton yarns .............. 255°2 71-6 
Cotton piece-goods : 
Unbleached _............ 64-3 39°) 
Bleached _............... 93-9 3°7 
Coloured, printed or 
BEE <tttnnedeasummintains 88-5 9-2 
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Japanese yarn imports into India during that year were 
valued at £3,553,000, and piece-goods at £7,097,000, as 
compared with £82,000 and £192.900 in 1914-15, showing 
an increase of no less than 4,200 and 3,600 per cent. 
respectively, 

Icy is not only the increased ‘quantities; but the wider 
range ot articles shipped, which is important. The entry 
of Japanese bleached, dyed, printed and coloured woven 
goods into the market on a fair scale is an earnest of the 
competition which may be felt in later years when the 
extensions to the machinery and plant in Japan, now either 
planned or in execution, become operative. 

JAPANESE MERCHANT Hovses. 

The competition of Japanese merchants in India, both in 
the export and import trades, with corresponding British 
houses, is kely to be most severe in future. The Japanese 
have a very great advantage in the low scale of their work- 
ing expenses. Assistants and clerks are readily obtained 
from Japan at very meagre salaries, often little more than 
halt ot those paid by European houses. The standard ot 
living ot these men is much lower than in the case of a 
European, They live their own lives in farge chunimeries 
and do nut mix socially with the outside world, so that they 
do not incur any of the ordinary expenses of clubs, enter- 
taining. etce., and, consequently, spend very little in the 
country. They do not object to be stationed in remote 
districts in the mofussil and to live under conditions which 
would not be tolerated by the British assistant. tor pay 
on Which he could not exist. The Japanese are great 
workers. Those who live abroad have very few interests 
outside their work, and devote their whole energies to 
business. Although they cannot be said to be popular in 
Indian circles, they seem to understand the subtleties of 
the Indian mind in a way which the European merchant 
never aitempts to do. This may possibly, to some extent, 
be due to the proficiency they acquire in the language. 

Apart trom the Bombay mills, Japanese firms are the 
largest buyers of raw cotton in India, and maintain their 
own purchasing agents, ginning stations, etc., in the cotton 
districts. It is extremely hkely that, sooner or later, an 
attempt will be made to utilise this staff and organisation 
for the direct distribution and sale of imports to the con- 
sumers, thus eliminating the present elaborate and ramitied 
system of brokers, dealers and merchants at the ports, which 
greatly enhances the cost of the goods to the consumer. This 
practice has been adopted by Japanese firms with success in 
China, although in some ways such a course in India would 
present greater difficulties. 

The Japanese have already made a definite bid tor the 
handling ot a large share of the export trade ot India. 
Thev are shipping very large quantities of jute and jute 
goods. wheat, oil seeds of all kinds, shellac. etc., and are 
dealing in practically every article of export with every part 
of the world. It is only to be expected that, in future, 
they will utilise their advantages of low operating costs 
to effect the purchase of these products in a scientific 
manner and on a large scale by the inauguration of buying 
agencies and depéts in the districts, This is the cnly really 
satisfactory manner of working a large produce export 
trace 

There are only two remedies open to the Biitish houses. 
They must either perfect their own organisation, discard 
the old ideas and methods, and make a bid for the trade 
ina manuer in keeping with the times, or they should 
relinguish the business. Up to the date ot writing their 
sole efforts seem to have been directed to appeals to Govern- 
ment through the Chambers of Commerce for restrictions on 
foreign competition, so that they might still go on un- 
disturbed in the old inefficient, haphazard way. 

The Jeading Japanese merchant firms in India are large 
houses. with ample financial resources and good vonnections 
throughout the world, 

WEEKLY CABLE. 

The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received 
the following cable, dated 10th December, from the Direc- 
tor-General Commercial Intelligence Wepartment. Calcutta. 

SEASON. 

Weather dry except Southern India. 

CROPS. 

During week ending Saturday, 29th November. sowing 
spring crops and harvesting autumn crops continued. Har- 
vesting Paddy continued North-Eastern and Southern India. 
Sowings continued Madras. Plucking Tea continued Assam. 
Wheat sowing progressed Punjab. Cotton plucking con- 
tinued everywhere. General crop conditions good, but rain 
much needed to north-west. 

MARKETS. 

Bombay Cotton market irregular. Fully good Broach 
April-May Rs.564 eight annas. Piece-goods Market steady. 
Calcutta Jute Market firm. Gunny Market quiet but steady. 
No change in Bank Rates. 
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SAMOAN ISLANDS. 
ADMINISTRATION OF GERMAN SAMOA. 


The New Zealand Finance Minister in his Budget state- 
ment tor 1919-20 recited the course of events in Samoa since 
the islands were captured by the New Zealand Expeditionary 
Force in 1914. From that event up to 3lst July, 1919, he 
stated, the total expenditure incurred by New Zealand on 
behalf of Samoa amounted to £413,303. : 

The first important step after the military administration 
was established was the liquidation of the businesses hither- 
to carried on by enemy nationals. The principal of these 
was the Deutsche Handels und Plantagen Gessellschaft, 
more commonly known as the D.H. and P.G. The adminis- 
tration of these businesses has been very successful. Up 
to 3lst August last accumulated profits arising out of the 
administration, to the extent of £157,995, have been re- 
mitted to New Zealand and invested in war debentures and 
New Zealand inscribed stock at 43 per cent, interest. he 
accumulated interest now amounts to £8,034. In addition, 
the Liquidator is at present holding in Samoa further 
accumulated profits to the value of £25,000. These moneys, 
in accordance with the provisions of the mandate conferring 
authority on New Zealand to govern German Samoa, will 
be held in this: Dominion as part of the reparation money 
due by Germany. 








CONVERSION OF THE CURRENCY. 

In July, 1915, steps were taken to convert the German 
currency into British currency. The Administration took 
over German notes to the value of 695,525 marks, silver and 
nickel to the value ot 723,765-95 marks, and gold to the 
value of 86.580 marks, or a total German currency of 
1.900,870°95 marks. This was sold tor £59,127, which sum 
is held as a reserve against the note issue. The rate ot 
exchange arranged was 20°60 marks to the pound sterling, 
so that on this basis the loss on the conversion amounted to 
£13,974. This loss has been made good out of the surplus 
profits held by the Samoan Administration. 

ln order to facilitate commerce and exchange between 
New Zealand and Samoa, a branch of the Bank of New 
Zealand was opened in Apia on 22nd April, 1915, and 
£100,000 worth of Bank of New Zealand notes were over- 
printed and forwarded to Samoa, Ot this amount £47,100 
were issued in Samoa, and £53,000 have since been returned 
to New Zealand, and are now held there by the bank for 
cancellation. 

DisposaLr oF Late ENeEmy Territory, 

The tuture control of Samoa is now definitely vested in 
New Zealand as the mandatory power approved by the 
League of Nations, The Administration will shortly dispose 
of the land and estates’of enemy nationals in the ceded 
territory. Hitherto the Administration has only been 
authorised to dispose of businesses, The method of disposal 
has not vet been decided, but there are three alternatives : — 

(a) Sale to a company strong enough to purchase and 
work them ; 
(hb) Sub-division and sale to individuals; 
(c) Purchase by the Crown for lease either as a whole 
or in sub-divisions. e 
Already inquiries have been made on behalf of syndicates 
in New Zealand, Australia, and the United Kingdom. 
PcusBiic Works, 


The Administrator has reported that certain public utili- 
ties and works are urgently required. The Government has 
been unable to deal with these matters up to the present 
owing to the uncertainty as to the control of the islands, 
but now that New Zealand’s future jurisdiction is assured 
it is intended to proceed forthwith with the most urgent of 
these works, and authority has been granted for the expendi- 
ture of £50,000 on waterworks and sanitary drainage. 

The money for this purpose is being provided by the 
Liquidator trom the accumulated profits arising from the 
administration of enemy estates held by him in Samoa, and 
is being advanced as a loan at 43 per cent. interest with 
1 per cent. sinking fund. 

During the period of occupation the Administration has 
also allocated an average of £15,000 per annum out of the 
Revenue Account for capital expenditure on development 
and other works. 





SEYCHELLES. 





INDUSTRIES AND TRADE. 

The total value of the trade of the Colony of Seychelles, 
according to the Report for 1918 (No. 1005), was Rs, 
1,607,463, compared with Rs.2,619,459 ror the previous year. 
This is the lowest on record for this century. 
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Imports. 

The value of the imports was Rs.984,931, compared with 
¢s.1,272,519 in 1917. The falling-off in value was due to 
the scarcity of shipping and the difficulty of obtaining many 
articles from the United Kingdom and elsewhere. Imports 
from the United Kingdom show a decrease in value of Rs. 
122.588, compared with 1917. The value of the imports 
from India also show a falling off of Rs.157,516 compared 
with the previous year. The values of imports trom France, 
Japan, and the United States of America also show a reduc- 
tion. 

Exports. 

The export trade of the Colony was very poor, the total 
value for 1918 being only Rs.622,504, which is less than 
halt of the value of the exports for the previous vear (Rs. 
1,346,939). There is no doubt that this very considerable 
drop was the cause of the financial depression which this 
Colony experienced. 

The exports were chiefly affected by the suspension of 
regular direct communication with Marseilles, which had 
been the principal market. Only 650 tons of copra, valued 
at Rs.224,050, were exported, compared with 2,113 tons, 
valued at Rs,.894,059, in 1917; 2,039 hectolitres of coconut 
oil, valued at Rs.96,385, were exported to Mauritius and 
Madagascar. Other exports were 11 tons of vanilla, valued 
at Rs.65,747 ; 2,470 tons of guano; 2% tons of amber seeds 
(a new industry), shipped to France at a value of Rs. 
3,607°40. The cultivation of ambrette (amber seed) is en 
the increase. The distillation of essential oils continued to 
flourish during the year, but owing to want of freight the 
amount exported was slightly less than in 1917. 

The principal countries ot destinatioa were :— 


Ks. 
ET aT ERE ee Ee 312.084 
TOE Oe TET ROT ETE 170,733 
I os sec nnthandaniindehlins 70,800 
United Kingdom _.............. beninnnouninon 49,271 


_: The export trade of this Colony with the United Kingdom 
dropped in value from Rs.510,699 in 1917 to Rs.49,271 in 
1918. There was no shipping available during the vear t» 
United Kingdom ports. 

VaNnILiLa Crop. 

The vanilla crop of 1918 can be considered a good one 
compared with the crops of the last five years. lt amounted 
to ll tons. A good crop in the 1890’s used to reach 35 to 
45 tons. It may truly be said that vanilla planting is not 
carried out on the same scale as formerly, and that plan- 
tations are being given up gradually. 

RUBBER. 

Rubber was disappointing. The export was about one- 
sixth that of 1917. Many planters gave up tapping, but 
are awaiting freight facilities to resume work. It must 
also be remembered that many necessary appliances for 
tapping were unobtainable during the war. The Curator 
estimates that the present acreage under rubber cultivation 
could be trebled. It is much to be regretted that greater 
attention is not being given to this culture. Tapping on a 
larger scale than formerly, however, is now being under- 
taker. 

Essentiat OILs. 

In spite of the great shipping difficulties, the essential oil 
industry continued to develop steadily. In fact, it may be 
said to be the most satisfactory outlook for the future of 
this Colony. The market was good and good profits were 
made. This industry helps to employ many labourers. 

Rope-MakInNG. 

The rope-making industry, which has sprung up as a 
result of the war, has developed satisfactorily, and good 
rupe, made from coconut and aloes fibre, is being used in- 
stead of the imported article. 

In the interests of the community new capital is required 
to develop fully the agricultural possibilities of the islands. 


EUROPE. 
BELGIUM. 














EXTENSION OF THE LIMBURG 
ELECTRICAL WORKS. 


(From H.M. Commerciai Secretary.) 
BERNE. 


According to a Swiss technical journal the Province of 
Limburg has decided to enlarge its electrical works. The 
necessary expenditure for this reconstruction is estimated 
at 12 million francs. 

It is stated that a joint stock company about to be formed 
will undertake all responsibility in relation to the Govern- 
ment for the financial and technical execution of the scheme. 
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British firms interested are invited to apply to the 
Depa rtment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Stree 
. . = » iF : : : ) 
Westminster, S.W.1, for further information on this scheme. 





FRANCE, 


REVIVAL OF INDUSTRY IN THE 
DEVASTATED AREA, 

An interesting enquiry has been made into the situation 
ot the revival of industry in the liberated regions, and cy 
the employment of labour, This enquiry shows a yery 
active resumption of industry. ; 

A census of workmen employed in all the factories of 
the devastated departments has been taken of most of the 
firms employing at least twenty persons. This summary 
included 1,986 factories on Ist September. Only 1,820 fac. 
tories had resumed business on Ist sugust, and 1,552 on Ist 
July. These firms together employed in 1914 about 497.3% 
workmen. 

The department of Nord seems to have suffered ost, 
having 1,351 factories and businesses damaged. Then 
ccmes Ardennes with 312; then l’Aisne with 111. 

Among the 1,986 factories which have been counted, 1,027 
have resumed work either totally or partially, i.e., about 
51-60 per cent. This figure was 45°38 per cent. en Ist Aug, 

It is interesting to note the figures showing the total 
number of factories employing more than twenty persons 
and now in working order. These factories total 1,027 on 
lst September, as against 835 on Ist August and 706 on Ist 
July. In the department of Nord the proportion of im. 
portant factories which had resumed activities was 53°5 per 
cent. This figure for the Lille district was 64:5 per cent. 

As regards the textile industry in the Lille district, out 
of 303 large factories which were in existence before the 
war only 164 have resumed work. The proportions were 
as follows: —30°8 per cent, in the linen industry, 60 per 
cent. in the cotton industry, 68-4 per cent. in the woollen 
industry. As regards the dyeing and cleaning industries, 
the figure was 60 per cent. This shows that a very great 
effort has been made to re-establish the industries in this 
area in spite of the difficulties existing at that time. It 
must be added that the 1,886 factories which were counted 
emploved 497,326 persons in 1914, out of which only 82,97 
were emploved on Ist September, 1919. 1.e., 16°60 per cent. 
This figure was 12:7 per cent. on Ist August and 97 per 
cent, on Ist July. 





EMPLOYMENT. 

These statistics explain the large number of unemployed 
in that region. The proportion of workmen employed at 
present ¢cmpared with the staff in 1914 is 17-9 per cent. in 
the department of Nord and 24:5 per cent. in the Lille dis 
trict. Among the more important industrial groups, the 
hide and leather industry comes first with 39°4 per cent. 
compared with 31:2 per cent. on Ist August. Then the 
metal industry with a percentage o¥ 18-2, and the textile 
industry only employed 19 per cent. of the staff of 1914. 

The following figures for the Lille district are compared 
with the figures for 1914:—Linen industry, 27:3 per cent.: 
cotton industry, 27 per cent. ; woollen industry, 32 per cent.: 
dveing and cleaning, 16:2 per cent. 

To the 92,907 persons employed in factories it is necessary 
to add 73,931 persons employed in the clearing up of the 
devastated area and the rebuilding of factories, and als 
about 13,200 prisoners of war. These figures, it must be 
remeinbered, are those of last September. 

As regards the department of Nord, the following figures 
give the persons employed in 1914 and on Ist September 


last :— 
OD ixcinderinnvidendueiiiteeienn 220,367 34,559 
TNL ecnwnsusenteaite senidiuihita . 46,118 13,379 
Girls under 18 ............... 14,867 2,149 
Boys under 16& ........ ae | 3,834 


Moreover, in the department of Nord there are at pre 
sent 13,652 foreign labourers. 





ITALY. 


SUBSIDIES FOR HYDRO-ELECTRIC 
ENTERPRISES. 
(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 





RoME. 
By a Decree, dated 2nd October, firms engaged in the 
erection of hydro-electric plant and the construction and 
development of water power and irrigation schemes in Italy 
will be granted very substantial subsidies and _ certait 
immunity from taxation. s 
This scheme is to apply for varying periods from 10 to 1 
years to schemes commencing from 1st January, 1919, and is 
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to cease in 1940. A copy of a translation of this Decree is 
available for inspection at the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, on 
application at the Enquiry Room. 





SPAIN. 
NEW SUB-DIVISION OF THE MINISTRY 
OF DEVELOPMENT. 

The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 15th November publishes a 
Decree creating, under the direction of the Public Works 
Department of the Ministry of Development (‘‘Fomento’’) 
five new sections, comprising high roads, local roads, rail- 
ways, water-courses, and ports. 

Under the direction of the Department of Agriculture, 
Mines, and Forests of the same Ministry, three sections 
will be created, to be known as the Agricultural, Mines, and 
Forests Sections. 

The Decree abolishes the Central Services of Ports and 
Lighthouses, and of Hydraulic Works, and re-establishes 
the Service of Maritime Signals. 

The preamble to the Decree states that ihe reason for 
creating these new sections is to relieve the Directors- 
General of technical and detail work, to reduce inter- 
departmental work, and to allow a prompt decision to be 
arrived at on special matters, 





ASIA. 
CHINA, 


JAPANESE COLD STORAGE SCHEME. 
(From H.M,. Acting Consul.) 








DAIREN. 


According to the Dairen press a company is being formed 
by 2 group of prominent Japanese business men in Man- 
churia to establish an extensive cold storage scheme tor 
Manchuria, Shantung and Japan. : 

It is proposed to ship meat, eggs, fruit end vegetables 
from Manchuria, Mongolia and Shantung to ports in Japan, 
and two vessels of 3,000 tons, specially fitted for cold stor- 
age purposes, are to be constructed. Cold storage plants 
will also be installed at Dairen,-Fusan, Moji, Kobe, Yoko- 
hama, Tokyo and Tsingtau: and a number of refrigerating 
cars will be placed on the railways in Japan. 

The enterprise will also include the manufacture and sale 
of hides and leather, bones and bonemeal; the manufacture 
of beancake, and the general developnent of forest and 
agricultural products. The capital of the undertaking is 
gen 20,000,000. 


JAPAN. 
AMALGAMATION OF CE 
MANUFACTURER 
(From H.M. Acting Vice-Consul.) 








LLULOID 


‘ 


OSAKA. 

For some time past negotiations have been in progress 
with the object of amalgamating the principal Japancse 
celluloid companies into one concern, te be called the Dai 
Nippon Celluloid Company. The amalgamation was finally 
effected on 9th September with the establishment of the Dai 
Nippon Celluloid Company, capitalised at yen 12,500,000 
(£1 ,406,250), under the presidency of the former president 
of the Sakai Celluloid Company. 

The firms which are entering the combination are :— 

Nippon Celluloid and Artificial Silk Yarn Co. 
Sakai Celluloid Co. 

Tokyo Celluloid Company. 

Mikuni Celluloid Company. 

Notoya Celluloid Company. 

Sokawa Celluloid Company. 

Osaka Seni Kogyo Company. 

Toyo Celluloid Company, 

The object of this amalgamation is to effect a more 
economical use of the essential raw material, camphor, of 
which the celluloid factories are now unable to obtain sufh- 
cient supplies. The eight companies concerned have all 
been dissolved and the shareholders given holdings in the 
new company. The works of the Nippon Celluloid and 
Artificial Silk Yarn Company, the Sakai Celluloid Company, 
the Osaka Seni Kogyo Company, ana the Tokyo Celluloid 
Company, will be retained in use, while the factories of the 
remaining four companies will be disposed of with a view 
to utilisation in other industries. Though the amalgama- 
tion will thus be working with a reduced plant, there is no 
expectation of curtailed output. It 1s considered that by 
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Keeping beth machinery and operatives working full time, 
substantial advantages wiil be secured over the system 
hitherto prevailing, under which the limited supply ot 
camphor prevented manufacturers from obtaining the maxi- 
taum output trom their equipment. : 

The eight companies enumerated above include all the 
lmpertant factories producing celluloid trom the raw 
materials, the remainder being engaged in making celluloid 
up into various articles. 

CamPHOR PRODUCTION. 

The production of celluloid in Japan how ainounts To 
WO tb. per month, which, at a price ranging from ven 
1-8) to ven 2°00 per Ib., gives an annual output of 6,000,000 
ib., worth approximately £1.300,000. In quantity the 
celluloid manufactured before the war amounted to about 
one-third ot the figure just given, 

Formosa is the source of at least three-quarters ot the raw 
cainphor produced in the Japanese Empire, the remainder 
coming trom Japan itself. The Formosan authorities 
(camphor is a Government monopoly) have for vears been 
working to increase the output, but 1t appears that no great 
augmentation is to be looked for vet. The quantity pro 
duced in Japan is becoming less annually. Of the total! 
camphor available, between one-half and three-quarters is 
exported, and the celluloid manufacturers have to look to 
the remainder ter their supply. 

As to the future of the celluloid industry, it is considered 
that the chiet rival to be feared is Germany. where it might 
be possible Co produce al cheaper article hy 
artincial camphor as a basis of manufacture 


the use of 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


EXPORTS GAIN WHILE IM- 
PORTS FALL OFF. 

American exports in October were valued at 632,00U,000 
dols., a gain of 35,000,000 dols. over September, and of 
130,000.000 dols, over October of the previous year, accord- 
ing to a statement issued by the Bureau ot’ Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, Department of Commerce. ; 

Exports fer tue 10 months ended with October are placed 
at 6,901.000,000 dols., an increase of 1.440,000,000 dols. as 
compared with the corresponding period of 1918 

October imports totalled 416,000,000 dols., a falling off of 
20,000,000 dols. from the high mark of September, but an 
increase of 169,000,000 dols. over October of last year. For 
the 19 months ended with October imports amounted to 
3,113,000,000 dols., a gain of 543,000,000 dols. over the 
similar period of last vear. This figure tor the first 10 
months or the current calendar vear is higher than that 
recorded for any previous full calendar vear. 





OCTOBER 





OPENINGS FOR ELECTRICAL HOUSE- 


HOLD DEVICES. 

At the recent conference ot the American Washing 
Machine Manutacturers’ Association the immense possibill- 
lies in the future for electrical household appliances in the 
United States were pointed out. 

lt was stated that electrical household specialities were 
becoming a necessity and not a luxury in every one of 
the seven million American homes wired for electricity. 
It was added that the remaining fifteen million homes also 
demanded household specialities, not electric, such as hand, 
water. and gasoline-power washing machines, gas ironing 
machines for household use, etc. 

The electrical household specialities industry is still in 
its infancy in the United States At present there are 3,000 
manufacturers of electrical devices. Out of about 15,500 
hardware dealers rated at over 5,000 dols. in the country, 
only about 2,500 or 16 per cent. are selling electrical hou3e- 
hold appliances. 

The present demand for household labour-saving devices, 
electric or driven by other kinds of power, it was stated, 
is far in excess of supply. Numerous American manufac- 
turers of these devices have doubled their producing 
capacities and deliveries within the past year. They are 
using every effort to increase production. 

In view, however, of the great progress made in the 
United Kingdom in the production of heating and cooking 
apparatus and other domestic appliances, there appears to 
be an opportunity for promoting exports to the United 
States of America. 





THE KAOLIN INDUSTRY. 

The outstanding feature, besides the considerable decrease 
of output and increase in price, states the United States 
‘Geological Survey Bulletin,’’ in a general review of the 
clay-mining industry of that country for 1918, was the large 
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decrease in the output of clays used in the manutaciure ot numbers, likewise the real values or those imports and 
the highest grades of ware in spite of strong demand and their index numbers :— 
hich prices. : Nominal Values . 
=. a ' : ; ; (Tariff), Index Real Values. Index BA 
Phese clays are produced principally in the South, and the Year. Dols. gold. Number. Dols. gold. | Number. 
decrease mn their production was caused largely by labour PE khnwasnuun 170,980,661 LOO = 184,382,065 100 Rec 
aud tuel shortage and transport difficulties. It was almost eer 175,862.593 105 197,489,073 07 , “ 
a PN : ~ , . - arnks 
ripossible to get shipments through to the North, where 2 > error .- 153,364,916 ay 212,909,641 Ils oats 
the chiet market is found. ee 209,175,389 22. 246,345,958 3. aor 
z mee ™ ” . a aan - : 56585, aoe £105 
fhe production ot kaolin amounted to 27,000 ‘‘short’’ tons, on nee 171,016,664 100 = 202,922,391 110 he 
valued at 340,000 dois., a decrease in weight of 5,000 tons. or PED hxcanxsunsve 100,127,910 99 134,812,166 i3 out 
ibout 15 per cent., but an increase in value ot nearly 39,000) Ree 104,966,451 61 176,769,910 46 wars 
dols.. or 13 per cent. _ ee 88 836,152 92. 169,872,074 oO) shpm 
Lmports ot kaolin tell off in both quantity and value. The SRE eReeerenrywe 78.772,932 44, 209,896,111 lid pay 
2D . . . 7 . - 5 re -_ Lad . . y] 
ormer totalled 168.100 short tons, as compared with 241.029 | oo ana 95 .462,538 0 297,079,419 16) supp”. 
short tons in 1917, and the latter 1.153.240 dols., against (approx. ) m 
1.315.709 dols. in the previous vear, representing respective The following table gives the nominal values of imports _— 
decreases of 30 and 12 per cent. respeczive Iv. In 1918 kaolin during the first half of 1918 and 1919:— | The 
constituted S86 per cent. of the total quantity and 8&7 per nai 
cent. ot the value ot all imported clays. First half of Difference ; 
" i919 191s more (—) or less | 
LATIN M na Groups. Dols. gold. —- Dols. gold. (—) in 1919. I 
A ERICA. af | . Absolute Pes «ent. L 
I. Live animals ot 497 O15 722.328 — 225313 31.2 ii 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. II. Food-stufts .. 15.606.607 8.956.824 — 6.649.783 74.2 N 
Ill. Tobacco and its I 
ee cn _ ies manufactures .. 2.089.911 1.610.594 -— 479.317 29.8 ! 
IMPORT TRADE, JANUARY—JUNE. IV. Beverages 1.122.097 12313.386 —- 191.289 14.6 ( 
V. Textile material: 
A Review of the Impor . ho 7 
_- Levit ot ie port Trade of the Argentine Re publi and their artifacts .. 30.285.908 29.295.503 -—— 990.405 —- 3.4 ( 
tor the period January-June, has been presented by the Vi. Oils (fixed. mi- Api 
Director-General ot National Statistics to the Minister oi weeuk weletlle wee are 0 
: : : ; ae e , etemetneed y 
Finance, According to this, ports irom the United States dicinal) and greases 4.299.265 4.813.737 —— 2.485.528 51.6 
epresent 32°3 per cent, of the total, and those from the VII. Chemical and A 
United Kingdom 20°6 per cent. pharmaceutical sub- year’s 
in an ex pli inatory note it is stated that the term quantity stances and pro- septe 
the Salons ing tables does not in this case refer to the products -» 9 459.337 4.689.189 — 770,148) — 16.4 que 
volume or weight of the merchandise imported, but is a VII. Colours and dyes 1.209.914 (11.654 —- 498.260 7.0 1 
umerical expression the resultant of the following process : - Wood, = —- ] 
mach Vear the quantity or every product imported has been oe oe oe 99407 s> ss ~ - ] 
ulti }, } } >. a " . ‘4 2. - ‘ ° . artifacts . *-. 3.346.799 3.339.070 “2 é- 729 0.2 q 
mnultiphed by a constant price—that of the Customs Tariff o1 X. Paper and _ its i 
"alien ' ALS, TR rent * aA pies Re ae ne A. OY s 
\ ake and the agerezate oT the st nominal \ alue is thie artitacts _ is 3-359. G04 » OO1.479 - 758.425 2] I 
nominal value of imports during the vear; reducing these XI. Beather and ite ] 
armitrary valves to figures, they are a more truthful ex- artifacts .. .. 610.721 471.777 + 138.944 —29.4 Th 
vression of the thuctnations in quantity. Fluctuations in XIT. Iron and its arti- and 1 
weight are dealt with separately: they are important from facts .. $.308.262 6.452.565 — 1.855.697 28.7 ver 
various points of view, even though the extraordinary | AHL Other metals and leat 
ditterence in specific value ot the products would lead to _their artifacts ». 4.912.694 4.199.588 — 713,156 17.0 rear. 
. . . ° J we m 3) =9" + SS ‘ . . ) . 
error it used as a ouide to the economic importance of an NIV. Agriculture ms = 38) 409 1.494.023 —- 1.043.430 09.8 Th 
PEE Eg: TT. ee il we XV. Stoves, earthy - 
increase or aecrease in the Iniports, bst a bank 
, . : . = stances, Ojass- Je 
In 1913 the goods imported weighed 10,000,000 tons, their ee . ine ‘ ee utilis 
- J al ' - ae 40% DM) vay alias , ( ‘ t “ e Cc ” | bal 
pad wate ae mane 496,200,000 dols. gold. In 1918 th products. 4.556.052 4.792.948 — 236.896 1.9 Lond 
wel "26 . 2 1A ° " -{ : 
eight was (OU,000 toms, and the value 500,609,000 dols, TES Micstslesl ante. Sep 
cid. The real value of the imports in the first six months rials .. et .. 1.075.740 1.064.332 — 11.408 -— 1.1 qui 
ot 1919 was 297.079.000 dols. gold, against 209,896,000 gold XVIT. Various articles a 
in the same portion of the preceding year. This is the and manufactures .. 3.184.859 2.243.985 — 940.874 41.9 
highest figure reached in Import values in the first half ot spnrragenses se ei | 
anv vear: it is higher by 50 million dols. gold than in the Potals .. |. 95.462.538 78.772.932 --16.689.606 ——21.2 
first six months of 1913, which was the highest recorded u ' 
te, 1918 5 P CouNTRIFS oF ORIGIN, 
Rise ix PRIces. Classification of the imports (real values) by countries Th 
: ; ; ico ; : ot origin, reveals an exceptional increase in goods fr +] 
Notwithstanding that the quantity in weight is below one- Pit. yer : eptes KeNEReS oe goods from the le 1 
o , — ag | eae A yy: United States: in the first six months of 1918 their value Ti 
hird of the quantity imported in 1913, and that the quaniity | ve ; . | 
Vitae re apr er ee was 66,000,000 dols. gold, and in the same period of 1919 the 
considered in relation to the specific value barely attains to 96 000.000 dels “acld. 45-6 ner cont. higher | 32-3 = 
. ; : ° : : 7 : : ‘ 9 e er te ° ms. © oe — 
one-half the quantity for that vear, the real value is higher | (ony og sae, teil menmilion oe ry a od. tid duri 
Ww : cr a e . Oo e ‘ mrehases abro:r 7 TIO, 
by 20 per cent. than that of 1913. This is the result of the | ng ages we b sia news saad vk 't - fr oe oo 
: , ‘ ° av@3 ‘der oO “Le ee Ca ; 7 Say 
rise in prices—the rise each vear trom 1910 to 1919, im rela- | : . ' ee Sees eee Sey 
pw : age | with 61,000,000 dols. gold, small improvement over the 
tion to the Tariff of Values being :— | qu 
- —_ | like portion of the ecniiiiar vear, when the Argeatine 
Per Cent. Per Cent. | =< 
1910 =o 1915 24-6 imports from that country amounted to 59,000,000 dols. gold. 
C7EXIF =—&s nme cece erecegcsececesce ‘ . "FP = aw eee eeeeessees -eeee ‘ i 
191] 1-4 1916 GRQ-4 From Brazil goods valued at 27,573,000 dols. gold were 
— "16-7 — ie] | received, this country thus occupying third _ place; 
‘ Gp «tet eee eee e ees esessee ‘ GE  eveeeecccscesesecees F ¢ . ‘ y . : 7 ) 
1913 ire 1912 211-8 from Spain, 24,000,000 dols.; Japan, 17,400,000 dols. ; 
ee So? ee ce eecessescos ‘ JL sercvccccee escces _ : a ‘ 2 ; “4 “ee 
1914 18-6 1919 (first half) 941-2 | British Possessions, 13,000,000 dols. (consisting almost 
ae a “Ta ee, eee Tate tee ai wholly of sacking from India) France, 12,645,000. dols.; 
eterring these rises to the prices which obtained in 1910. | "or : , 
+] ea a | = Ttalv, 9,572,000 dols. gold; ete. T 
the percentage increases are io under : | i 
Per Cent — | In the next table appear these values and their per- cont 
191] 2-6 1916 60-6 centages of the whole of the imports pone the period, and war 
2 EB Wee IIE SSB | comparisons with the like period in 1918 :— i 
ARNO 9-9 ere 194-0 Rear VALUES. Gor 
-® ( ( +? « : bd . } : n W 
oe Coccesersesesseesces 1 ° [919 ( fil ST halt) — 2 13 4 Real values Percent- brit 
EE seeeences 26°8 . . in dols. gold age of ae 
And by taking these increases in price, finally, in con- | in the first half of total, see 
‘t] *} : “hic! s ’ ' C . > 2 ° > wy ‘ ~ P > ag 
a with those which rule d in 1913—the vear before | Countries of origin. 1919. 1918. 1919. T 
the war—the result is as given below : — em | United States of America 96,246,134 66,096,213 32:3 ri 
Per Cent. Per Cent. | United Kingdom _......... 61,132,396 59,014,041 20-6 
1914 0-9 1917 RA- 4 . & —- wwe, > > , ~_— 7 
° ipamameiniadiaaiat te ier, sintoeneerisernonnve Se | DEE. Livigdedecvasinvadinkeae’ 27,573,160 17,753,857 = 9-3 mite 
lf 4 eee TTT TT eT eT Trt 16-9 Is j18 STTTT TTT TTT TTT 184°] Spain oP ea ee 24,100,806 18,424,109 8-1 "*e 
eee OG 1919 (first half) ..... 193-5 Japan 17.402,173 4,880,831 5:9 _ 
: | PAN veseeeees Seerrerreereee 402, at s 
NomInat Vartves or Iports | British Possessions ...... 12,986,348 4,436,302 4-4 T 
In the subjoined table are shown the nominal values | POND id divacssescssvesssians 12,645,123 10,855,847 43 figy 
(expression of quantity) of the imports in the first half of Ltaly — .....scsseesesserseeeeees 9,572,033 10,341,990 3:2 con 
each year from 1910 to 1919, with corresponding index ) ~~ 
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Finance and Banking. 
NEW ZEALAND, 


RETURNS FOR THE SEPTEMBER 
QUARTER. 

Recent banking figures trom New Zealand show that the 
hanks hold a greater supply of tunds than ever before, the 
excess OL deposits over advances tor the June quarter being 
£10,595.224. and tor the September quarter £15.223.113. 
This advance Is easily accounted tor. The supply of cut- 
yard shipping has greatly improved this year and heavy 
shipments of meat, etc., have gone forward, the prompt 
payment for which is the principal factor in increasing tlie 
supply of tunds. Also, imports have been restricted by 
goods and shipping troubles, and this has a 





BAN| 


scarcity 
qmilar effect. 

The Returns ot the banks tor the June and September 
juarters were as tollow :— 


September. June. 
£ £ 
Deposits, free eee. 30,331,318 28,252,584 
Deposits. TE 15,041,568 14.753,.346 
Deposits. Gavernment..... 3.995 3805 7, 618.818 
Note circulation —......... 1.094 O47 7,226,530 


L.522,977 
20 887 729 
8.084.148 
3,288 606 
advances there 


1.363.903 
28.785.870 
Coin and Bullion 8.046.071 
Government securities ),252 334 

Apart from the movements in deposits and 
are only comparatively trifling changes in the quarter. 

GrowTH oF DeEposiis. 

A comparison with the corresponding period of earlier 
vears reveals the following movements in deposits :— 
ree, lixed. Total. 

e 


Discounts 
Advances 


oeerreesreeerreeeeos 
eee ee eee ewe ew reese 


eee eeenwee 


September 


quarter. t £ £ 
1919... 30,331.318 15.041,568 45,372,886 
m8 tl... 21,646,245 14,123,961 35,770,206 
1917. ...... 21,567,821 14,139,816 35,707 637 
WIG... 19,620.67] 12.978.629 32,599,300 
1915 17.545.863 11.609 066 29,154,929 
1i914__si......... 14,172,777 10,828 886 25.001.663 


This comparison goes back to the outbreak of the war, 
ond in the tive vears the total of deposits has increased by 
wer twenty millions, of 80 per cent., but the remarkable 
feature is that nearly half of this increase is in the last 
year. ADVANCES. 

The tollowing comparison of advances shows that the 
banks have not tound locally for the profitable 
utilisation of these tunds, but a large amount is invested in 
London at short call: — 


SCC ype 


September Advances. Discounts. Total. 

quarter £ £ L 
cx lates waeaua 28.785.870 1.363,903 30,149,773 
or roe 30.403 696 1.242.938 31.646,634 
Peer 27.117.992 1,297,460 28,415,452 
i) 23.249.1386 1.428.829 24.677 965 
eer 21.991 222 1.357.683 23,348,905 
| ae 92.017.577 =1.744.999 24,462,576 


There is a decrease in the latest vear of £1,496,861, but 
the total is about six millions ahead of the level of 1914-1916. 
The following comparison ot deposits with advances over 
the war period shows how the supply of funds has ruled 
during that time :—- 
Excess of 


September Deposits. Advances. Deposits. 

quarter. £ £ , 
919... 45,372,886 30,149,773 15,223,113 
ae 35,770,206 31,646,634 4,123,572 
ae 35,707 636 28 415,452 4,292,185 
ae 32,599,300 24.667 965 7,921,335 
a 29,154,929 23,348,945 5,806,024 
a 25,001,662 24,462,576 539,087 





EFFECTS OF THE WAR. 

The. smal] surplus of 1914 shows fairly what the pre-war 
wndMions were. The next three years show the effect of 
war prices tor New Zealand exports. Then comes in the 
effect ot the shortage of shipping, at which time the Imperial 
Government. began to make advances on meat in store; and 
how, with these advances and the improvement in shipping 
bringing full realisation for the meat as well as other 
produce, the surplus of deposits has jumped up to a record 
gure, 

There are still enormous accumulations of unshipped pro- 
duce held in New Zealand. 

Each bank has a share in the excess of deposits, but 
nearly half the total is with the Bank of New Zealand, which 
lustitution utilises a fair amount of its surplus in London 
at short call. 

_The only other items of particular interest in the latest 
igures are the metal holdings and note circulation, which 
‘compare as follow :— 


FINANCE AND BANKING—continued. 





CURRENCY AND NOTES. 

| Note Coin and 

September Circulation. Bullion. 

quarter, £ £ 
eave 7 357,047 8,046,071 
a 6,235, 344 8,146,798 
Re eid si ae 5,650,880 8,318,501 
ER ae 4,329,954 7.498 250 
nner eee es 2.822 809 7 002,989 
Me daeeee 2.012.570 5,823,576 


he increase in the circulation in the year is £1,121,703, 
of which £83,594 is in the amount held amongst the banks, 
Which is £1,243,444. This leaves a net circulation of 
£.113,603, or three times as much as it was five years ago. 
The metal holdings have decreased a little in the last two 
vears, 

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 1919-20. 

The Dominion’s Revenue for the year 1919-20 is estimated 
by the New Zealand Minister of Finance in his Budget 
statement as under :— 


£ 
C‘ustonis £400,000 Amusement Tax 40 O00 
Railways 5,000,600 Marine 98,925 
Stamp and Death Miscellaneous —... 962,600 
Duties .. 2,460,000 Territorial Rev- 
Post and Tele- enue ae 194,300 
graph .. LYloO.000 Endowment Rev- 
Land and Income enue me 108,540 
Tax (360,000 Other Receipts $5,000 


I7OO00 


Beer Duty 
Total £22.919,165 


Registration 
other fees 116,000 
A surplus is anticipated for the vear of £478,108, which 
is available for the supplementary estimates, and is made 
yas tollows ;— 


and 


£ 
Estimated Revenue, 1919-20 22,919,165 
Mstimated Expenditure 22,441,057 





Available for Supplementary Estimates 478,108 





CHINA. 
BANKING DEVELOPMENTS. 


41.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 
SHANGHAT. 





. 





{ From 


A Japangse banking company, the Nabushiki Kaisha Mit- 
subishi Ginko (‘* The Mitsubishi Bank, Limited ’’) formed 
with a subscribed capital of 50 million ven, of which 30 mil- 
lion ven is paid up, commenced business here in October, 
When if took over the entire. business of the banking depart- 
inent of the Mitsubishi Goshi Kwaisha. 

CANADIAN-AMFRICAN BANK'S ENTERPRISE. 

The Park Union Foreign Banking Corporation, owned and 
controlled by the National Park Bank, ot New York, and the 
Union Bank of Canada, also opened a branch at the same 
time. The establishment of this branch followed an inves- 
tigation of the banking and commercial possibilities of the 
Kast. undertaken by a Canadian and an American represen- 
tative of the corporation. The same concern is opening 
branches at Yokohama, San Francisco, and Seattle. 

CHINESE Banker's Visit To THE UNITED STATES. 

A former Governor of the Bank of China, and now a 
Counsellor of the Cabinet, accompanied by an official of 
the Ministry of Finance, is on a visit to the United States 
in response to the invitation of American shareholders of the 
Sino-American bank which is to be’ established in China on 
his return. 





ITALY. 
PROSPECTUS OF 5 PER CENT. LOAN. 


With reterence to the article dealing with the Italian 
Government’s Financial Policy (see page 730 of the 
‘* Journal’’ of 11th December), a copy of the prospectus 
of the new 5 per cent. Loan has been received from H.M. 
Commercial Counsellor at Rome, and can be consulted by 
those interested at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, S.W.1. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 
NEW CHINESE BANK ESTABLISHED. 


A new bank, called the ‘‘Oversea and China Bank, Ltd.,”’ 
was established at Singapore on Ist October last. It is 





managed by certain local Chinese, and its capital is 
20 000.000 dols. 
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Shipping and Docks. 


CHINA. 


SHIPPING AND SHIPBUILDING 
DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 
SHANGHAL. 

The Admiral Line, Pacific Steamship Company, which 
opened an office here in September has inaugurated a new 
service between China and the Northern ports of the Pacific 
Coast oi the United States. It is intended to run a tort- 
nightly service to Puget Sound and a monthly one to Port- 
land, Oregon. 

~ New CHINESE STEAMSHIP CoMPANY. 

The Chang Hsing Steam Navigation Company, a _ newly- 
formed Chinese shipping concern, having bought the 
Tientsin offices and warehouses of a German-American steam- 
ship line, is trading with three new cargo boats between 
Tientsin and the southern ports. 

SHANGHAI CarGo FOR SOUTH AMERICA. 

following the purchase ot four 9,000-ton freight steamers 
ply between San Francisco und Baltimore vic Panama 
Canal and Central American ports, The Pacific Mail Steam- 
ship Company announces that it will accept cargo at Shan- 
ghui destined for Guatemala, Salvador, Nicaragua, (Col- 
ombia. Havana, and Baltimore. transhipment being made at 

San Francisco. 
ForREIGN 

Visits of large steamers to the port of Harkow are 
becoming more frequent and the toreign trade is making 
great progress. Some heavy cargoes have recently left tor 








TRADE oF HANKOoW. 


Europe, and Japanese coasting steamers arrive regularly 
from Nobe, carrying expert cargo to the port for tranship- 
ment. 





ITALY (Sicily). 
HARBOUR DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From IM. 





(‘ommerecial Counsellor.) 
Ro ME. 

On the proposal ot -the Minister of Public Works a Decree 
is to be published instituting a Harbour Board tor Messina. 

The Board will be compesed of representatives of the 
various Ministries interested and members appointed by the 
Province, Commune and Chamber of Commerce of Messina. 

The Board will provide, during the period of sixty vears, 
for the construction, enlargement and arrangement of the 
harbour works, the lengthening ot the quays and the port 
administration. 

- EstTiMATeD Cost. 

These works are estimated to cost 35,000,000 lire. 
advanced by the Board, and repaid by the State in annual 
instalments of 1,600,000 lire, including interest at 53 per 
cent. 

Under the law for the construction of public works in 
regions devastated by earthquake, the Messina Board should 
be excused from paying any part of the cost, but, in accord- 
ance with a special agreement, the contribution of the State 
has been fixed at 90 per cent. 

PaLterMo HarBotr DEVELOPMENT. 

By a Decree of 16th October, the expenditure oi 
66,000,000 lire has been authorised for the completion 61 
works and the improvement of the port of Palermo. 


PALESTINE. 


ACTIVITIES AT THE PORTS. 


According to the Report for the year 1919-20 of the 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force (Occupied Enemy Territory 
Administration, South) the commercial elements in the 
territory have pressed for the resumption of port develop- 
ment at Haifa and Jaffa, and many of the principal firms 
of financiers and contractors in the United Kingdom and 
elsewhere have offered their services. In view, however, ot 
the orders received from H.M. Government suspending ‘the 
grant of concessions, it has not vet been possible to continue 
these undertakings. 

The cessation of hostilities and the re-opening of thie 
Mediterranean to commercial traffic has, however, involved 
the regulation of the ports even as they stand. For this 
purpose the estimated expenditure consists principally in 
the provision of the necessary tugs, lighters, stores, and 
personnel. 

The ports in Occupied Enemy Territory South are Jaffa, 
Haifa. Acre, and Gaza. Three temporary ports are also 
opened on the Cesarea coast during the summer months for 
the n-clon export trade. None of these ports is yet provided 
with a harbour although, as regards Jaffa and Haifa, pr 
jects and concessions have been actually under consideration 
for s«me time before the war. 











SHIPPING AND DOCKS—continued. 





Occupied Enemy Territory South is thus at considera}, 
igi. a compared with Occupied Enemy Territoy, 
West, which has the important harbour of Beirout. No. 
withstanding this, it is estimated that even in the pregep; 
year the ports will be used by at least as large a tonnag: 
as under the Turkish regime. ; 

During the short time it has been open, Jaffa has show 
much larger returns than Haifa, and it is anticipated tha 
until naibe ‘av coummunications improve and a_ harbour i 
constructed at Haifa it will continue to do so. In th 
meantime, much of the normal trade of Haita is being 
diverted to Beirout. : 

The ports are being managed on the most economical lines 
though the necessity tor initial organisation has involved th, 
appointment of a higher-grade officer than would have othe. 
wise been called for, and it is anticipated that a gma 
increase in tonnage over the estimates will make then 
remunerative. For the present vear the estimated defi: 
on their working is £E.1,500. Dues are levied on approyi. 
mately the same scale as at Egyptian ports, 

Coastal lights are in the hands ot a French company, , 
which a concession has been granted by the Turks. A shay 
of the dues is payable to the Adininistration, but it j 
estimated that during the present year there will be y 
surplus to distribute after the deduction ot working expense 


PANAMA. 


THIRD BONDED WARKHOUSE 
ESTABLISHED. 
(From H.M., Acting-Consul.) 








COLoy, 

Another concession for the establishment of a_ bonded 
warehouse at Colon was obtained from the Government ¢ 
Panama on llth November. 

The concessionnaire is a French 
a firm in Panama City, 
in the present case. 
bonded warehouse now 
Government. 

The main provisions of the present CONCeSS1ON are thar 
gvods may be imported and stored bv the concessionnaire o 
payment of the usual Consular and stamp taxes, and of tk 
salary (limited to 150 dols. a month) of a Government 
inspector, but without payment of import duties. If th 
goods are eventually sold in the Republic the usual impor 
duties will be collected: if they are re-exported only 5 per 
cent. of such dutiés will be levied (which will generally 
mean (75 per cent. of the value of the goods); while, i 
gcods are sold to the Commissary or other departments of 
the Panama Canal, or to ships passing through the Canal 


cliizen and secre tary ¢ 
for which he is presumably acting 

This is the third concession for 3 
oLtained trom the Panamanian 


no portion of the import duties will be pavable. The has 
provision is important. 
Another clause in the contract provides that goods con 


signed otherwise than to the concessionnaire may be stored 
in the warehouse on the same conditions regarding the pay- 
ment of import duties as apply to him. 

The concession runs for fifteen years, and the concession 
naire must start operations within a year. 


TURKEY. 


SHIPPING AT SMYRNA. 
(From the British High Commission, 
Representative.) 








Smyrna 


SMYRNA. 
The following table shows the movement of shipping % 
the port of Smyrna during the period May to October (bot 
months included) :— 





Nationality. Steamers. Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. 
American .......... 8 12,411 — - 
RE! heciscntgnivs if 104,593 4 1,956 
I ich, sineiecanilg 3 3,207 Pi 
Egyptian _......... ‘ 282 l 2 
ee nnreerer: S 3,909 — — 
Ee eee 40) 33,407 17 45 
Ns petra ia live 210 93,285 645 10,795 
ES tpi cag da in 13 15,195 _ — 
Inter-Allied —...... 35 47,482 — 
et ere 66 7740) 17 1 304 
Japanese ......... % 3,348 — ~ 
NOPWemian ......... 2 3,348 — — 
CPEGOUERM i... scenes. ri S09 217 1,448 
Roumanian ....... ri 3.870 — rae 
gig ea Sinisa 3) 1S OS) I 1) 
RP aeeer 10 9 239 — me 
UP eerereree 2 | O69 — _ 
ere ] 846 — * 
a See os nee 

reer 53] 147,822 902 16,151 

—_—__ — — --—Gi—- -——teSC—“‘ SS 
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Railways, -Etc. 


NEW ZEALAND. 
REPORT ON RAILWAYS. 


The New Zealand Railways Statement for the year ended 
gist March last shows that, notwithstanding the exceptional 
conditions which prevailed during the greater part of the 
year, the gross receipts amounted to £4,988 ,632, which con- 
‘titutes a record for the Dominion, This is an advance ot 
£300,932 on the earnings tor the year. ended 3lst March, 
18, and £263,632 in excess of the estimated revenue. 

The tollowing gives a summary of the results :— 
= Year 1919. Year 1918. 

£ 
4.988 632 4.68 
3,308,575 3,042,907 








Total earnings 
Total expenditure 








1,680,057 =: 1,644,793 


— —_———______—_ 


Net profit on working .. 
MILEAGE. 

The mileage ot lines open for traffic on 3lst March, i919, 

yas 2,993, no new extensions being opened during the year. 
Capitar Cost anp REVENUE. 

The capital cost of linés open for traffic, including the 
steamers and plant on Lake Wakatipu, increased from 
£36,001,432 to £36,167.681. The net revenue, £1,680,05¢ a 
equal to a return of 4°69 per cent. on the capital invested 
in the lines open tor traffic, and 4°28 per cent. on the capital 
(£39,260,£82) invested in the opened and unopened lines. 

Tratx-MILeE RECEIPTS. 

The gross receipts per train-mile for all lines amounted to 
160-00d., against 150-50d. for the previous year, an increase 
of 950d. per train-mile. | ; | 

The receipts per train-mile trom the North Island main 
line and branches were 161:00d., against 150-265d., for the 
previous year, an advance of 10°‘75d. The South Island 
main line and branches produced a gross return of 159-00d., 
against 149-25d. last year, an increase of 975d. 

EXPENSES. 7 

The expenditure for the year, £3,308,575, was £265,668 
mora than the previous year, and £64,344 over the estimate. 

The percentage of working expenses to earnings was 66°32 
per cent., against 64°91 per cent. last year, an increase ol 
1-41 per cent. | 

The sum of £85,708 was expended under the head ‘‘Addi- 
tions to open lines’ in providing additional rolling stock, 
tarpaulins, workshop machinery, Westinghouse brake, tele- 
graph, telephone, and tablet facilities, purchase of land, 
additions to workshops, new locomotive depots, etc. . 

During the year one new heavy tank engine, one bogie 
car, and J43 new wagons were built in the workshops and 
put into traffic. Fourteen engines, thirty-nine cars, fifteen 
brakevans, and 909 wagons, were on order or under con- 
struction at the end of the year. Owing to the great 
shortage of material the building programme has_ been 
greaily retarded. 

EstimateD REVENUE For 1920. 

The Minister of Railways anticipates that the revenue for 
the year ending next March will reach £5,000,000, and the 
expenditure will amount to not less than £3,975,000. 

The war, has, of course, precluded the vigorous scheme 
ui improvements outlined in 1914. The inadequacy of the 
facilities provided for meeting the requirements of railway 
business was strongly emphasised at that date, and has 
been pointedly referred to on many occasions auring tie 
intervening vears, The manner in which the business of the 
Dominion has extended during the war period is conclusive 
evidence that her industries will receive -a great impetus 
when normal conditions are fully restored. 


EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


UGANDA RAILWAY RATES INCREASED. | 

According to the Official Gazette of the East Africa 
Protecturate, rates for the conveyance of goods of the 
Uganda Railway were raised on Ist October by order of the 
Governor-in-Council to the extent of 32 to 70 per cent., 
according to distances ranging from 951—1,000 miles to ol) 
miles and under. 

Maize for export and sisal, however, are exempted from 
these increases for the time being. 

Parcers, BaGGacE, LivestocK, AND VEHICLES. 

Rates for the conveyance of parcels, baggage, livestock, 
and vehicles are advanced 50 per cent. 

CHANGES IN PASSENGER TRAFFIC CONDITIONS. 

The issue of return-journey tickets was discontinued and 
only single-journey tickets are now issued. The second class 
was abolished. leaving only the first and third, and fares 
lor the latter were raised 25 per cent 








i UCtiC 
—— 








Chemicals and Oils. 


CANADA. 


GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION IN 
WESTERN OIL-LANDS. 

Phe High Commissioner of Canada in London was recently 
advised that the Dominion Government has altered the Oil 
Lease Regulations to enable it to participate to a larger 
extent in the results of the expected greater development of 
the oil lands of the West. 


PACIFIC ISLANDS. 
PHOSPHATE RESERVES. 
\ 


According to a Memorandum laid en the table of the New 
Zealand House ot Representatives bv the President of the 
Beard of Agriculture, the reserves of phosphate of the 
Island of Nauru in the Pacific are sufficient to meet the 
demands of the world tor 200 years at the rate of consuimnp- 
tlon in recent years. 

Information obtained from a very valuable source by the 
Board indicates that it might be reasonably assumed that 
anything from 80,000,000 to 100,000,000 tons are available, 
and possibly more. The quality of the phosphate is of the 
highest grade (85-86 per cent.), and 1t is claimed that this 
island contains the largest known quantities of high-grade 
phosphate in the world. 

There are several phosphate islands in the Pacific. The 
Pacific Phosphate Company have the mining rights for 
Ocean Island, and hold an interest in a French company 
which works the Makatea Island phosphate deposits. These 
two islands and Christmas Island may be expected to ke 
worked out within the present generation. 

The phosphate on Nauru Island has much less rock than 
the others mentioned, and it is therefore more easily mined. 
The shipping conditions, too, seem to be more favourable 
although the weather at times interferes with loading 
operations. 

The present output of the Island has been somewhat inter- 
tered with by the war, but the average yearly production 
is in the neighbourhood of 150,000 tons. With present 
apphances, however, this might be raised to 200,000 tons 
per annum. 

The New Zealand Board of Agriculture has recently passed 
a resolution that it would be greatly to the advantage of 
New Zealand that the proposed agreement between the 
British Government and the Governments of Australia and 
New Zealand for the administration of Nauru Island, and 
tor the distribution of phosphate from the island, be ratified. 

Among the other phosphate islands in this region is. 
Angaur Island, which, according to a German authority, 
contains 25 million tons, ranging from 81 to 83-6 per cent. 
Another authority, however, places the available phosphate 
between 300,000 and 600,000 tons. 

Over 490,000 tons of high-grade phosphate were shipped 
irom Makatea Island in 1910. The deposits are estimated 
at 30,000,000 tons. 

Christmas Island, referred to above, must not be con- 
founded with an island of the same name near Java, which is 
also phosphatic. It is a desolate island, and the soil is 
soaked with salts which even penetrate to the juice of 
coconuts, The guano and phosphate there is very impure. 

Oiher Pacific Islands containing extensive deposits of 
phosphates of a varying degree of purity are:—Surprise 
Island, Clipperton Island, Walpole fsland, and Malden 
Island. 




















JAPAN. 
PRODUCTION OF DYES. 


(From I1.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
' YoxrouaMa. 

The Japan Dyestufis Company, which was started by the 
Japanese Government in 1915 (and to which extended 
reference was made in the issue of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 9th 
May, 1918, page 587), does not appear to have made any 
great impression in commercial circles. 

An official of the Department of Agriculture and Commerce 
states, however, that it is not true that the company has 
failed to make good. The company, he says, was organised 
for a special and important object, and does not produce 
dyestuifs, ete., in the same quantities as an ordinary com- 
mercial undertaking. 

At the same time it is doing business on the lines on which 
it undertook to work, and is selling 5 sulphys, 5 basic, 
6 acid, 2 acid mordant, 11 direct dyestuffs, and one other. 
There are under investigation 16 other dyestuffs, 2 of which 
are in the factory stage, and 14 in the laboratory. 
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CHEMICALS AND OILS — cc ntinued . + 


The company has had to tace a demand on dhe part ot 


its operatives for higher wages, wloch tact, doubtless. has 
been the basis tor the rumours ailoat of the company’s in- 


terna! troubles. 
The dve trade situation earlier in the vear was the subject 
of notice in the ‘Journal’? of 22nd May, L919 (p. 675). 


ROUMANIA. 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTION. 

(From i M. (C‘ommercial Ne eretary. 
BcucuHaresr. 





The petroleum pipe line trom Ploesti to Constantza via 
Cernavoda has now been repaired and is in use. 

Phe best authority states that the capacity of the line ts 
about fifty to sixty wagons daily, or five to six hundred tons 
ot onl, 

For the present the line is being used to pump distilled cil 
—lampante—to Constantza for the purpose ot completing 
the quantity sold to the Standard OileCompany ot New 
Jersey by the Roumanian Government Bureau ot Exporta- 
tion (Birex). 

This is of good augury for the financial future ci trade 
vith Roumania (notwithstanding the tact that according t 
the sale conditions the whole of the foreign exchange result- 
ing therefrom is to be handed to the Roumanian Govern- 
ment), as there is some hepe that a part may find its way 
into commercial hands, and thus facilitate import trade 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


INCREASING METHYL WOOD ALCOHOL 
PRODUCTION. 
The future develepment of the methyl alcohol mmdustry in 


the United States will, according to well-informed opinion 
. ‘ccording as the chemical 





in the industry. be rapid. 
industries fulfil the promises they are now giving. increased 
quantities of wood alcohol will be used. 

Before the war an adequate supply could always be in- 
ported, but this became impossible later, and home produc- 
tion was thus stimulated. Large quantities of alcohol had 
been custemarily discarded by manufacturers because they 
had been mixed with other bulky waste, and the work ct 
separation presented difficulties. Within the last tew vears. 
however, there has been little grain or fruit available in 
any part of the worid for conversion into ethyl alcohol. Even 
fruit waste, once an important source, has been largely 
curtailed; sugar beets and molasses also have been diverted 
to the tood markets, so that the burden of the chemical 


it) 


industries that depend upon alcohol has been shitted 
mothyvl wood alcohol. 

[ts preduction and purification are rapidly becoming Gne 
of the growing industries in America, and the principal 
source at present is black strap molasses. Only.a tew days 
ago the disposal of these molasses by the sugar mills was a 
serious item, but it is now largely used everywhere as a raw 
material for alcoholic manutacture. 

In other countries there are other raw materials which 
probably in time will become important sources tor obtain- 
ing wood alcohol, of which the Nipa palm, found in the Far 
East, India, Airica, ete., can be used, and millions ot 
gallons of alcohol can be obtained from the agave, trom 
which the Mexicans brew a fiery beer. Considerable alcohol 
can aiso be found in the waste of gasworks. A liberal source 
of supply must be tound for whatever raw material is used, 
for one small plant of 100 gallons per day capacity will 
consvme 200 gaHons of molasses, or one ton of shelled Corn, 
four tons of potatoes, or eight tons sweet apples per dav. 

There is, therefore, a great need for a concentrated 
supply to avoid prohibitive labour and transportation 
charges if cheap alcoho) is to be supplied in quantities to 
meet the demands. This alcohol has appeared on the market 
in various new forms, of which may be mentioned solidified 
alechol, which is consumed in great quantities for cooking 
on a small scale in the place of electricity, it being con- 
venient to handle and economical. Another recent develop- 
ment is the using of alcchol for separating and purifying 
gum turpentine, and it also finds employment in the produc- 
tion of ethylene, a suggested substitute for acetylene; but 
probably its greatest significance attaches to its admixture 
with other fuels, and for use in internal combustion engines. 


— 
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Customs Regulations anq 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
NEW ZEALAND. 


UNDER SALE OF 
DRUGS ACT. 

The ** New Zealand Gazette ” of 25th September publishe, 
copy of an Order in Council of 15th September, 1919, eg». 
taining Regulations which have been issued under the Sal 
of Food and Drugs Act, 1905, of New Zealand, relating 











REGULATIONS 


i 
standards for custard-powder and baking-powder, and thei 
labelling. 

The present Regulations amend in the following manne 
the original Regulations of 4th March, 19138, and cane 
into operation in the Dominion on Ist October, 1919, yiz,:- 
1. ReEGuLation 1 (10}, Part Il, of the said regulations relating 
to custard-powders) is hereby revoked, and ‘the following 
substituted therefor :— : 

Custard-powde P. 
wholesome starch with or without harmless colouring or and 
Havouring matter, 


(10.) Custard-powder shall be a powder prepared — fry 
? 


Labelling. 

(11.) The word “egg.” and expressions or devices, or references 
or representations, which umply or suggest the presence of eg 
or ‘the equivalent of egg shall not be written on e 
to any package which contains custard-powder. 

2. ReGutation 2 ot Part IL (relating to cream of tartar) j 
hereby extended by inserting immediately after the gail 
regulation the following :— 

2a. CREAM-OF-TARTAR SUBSTITUTES, 


attached 


Cream-of-tartar substitutes shall contain not more than on 
part percentum of sulphates, calculated as calcium  sulphat 
(CaSO,), not more than one-hundredth of a grain of arsenic. 
calculated as arsenious oxide. to the pound. and not more thar 
one-seventh of a grain of lead to the pound, 

5. Regulations 3 (1) and 3 (2) of Part IT (relating to baking. 
powder) are hereby revoked, and the following substituted 
therefor :— : 

5. BakiNG-POWDER. 

(1.) Baking-powder shali be a salt or a mixture of salts, with 
or without a farinacecus diluent substance, which evolves 
carbon-dioxide on being moistened and heated. and which may 
be used in the preparajtion of articles of food as a chemical 
leaven. It shall contain not more than one and five-tenth parts 
per centum by weight of sulphates, calculated as calcium. 
sulphate; it shall yield not less than ‘ten parts per centum by 
weight of carbon-dioxide on heating with water: and it shall 
not contain any alum or compound of aluminium. Coloured 
baking-powder shall conform to this standard. 

Lahelling. 

(2.) (a. The word “egg.” and expressions or devices, 

references or representations, which imply or suggest the 


presence of egg or the equivalent ot egg, shal] not be written 


oS = 

on or attached to any package which contains baking-powder. 
(b.) There shall be written in the principal label attached 
to every package containing baking-powder the name of the 
acid material emploved in the manufacture of the baking-powder, 
and where two or more names are available the name most 
generally understood by the public shail be used, and such nam 
shall be conspicuously written in bold-faced sans-serif capital 


» 


types of not less size than eighteen poiryts face measurement. 
RATES OF EXCHANGE. 

A notice has been issued by the Comptroller of the New 
Zealand Customs Department to the effect that the Minister 
of Customs has decided that with respect to goods imported 
into New Zealand on and after Ist Februarv. 1920, the 
rates of exchange for other than £ s. d. are to be taken 
at the rate appearing on the invoice ‘or accompanying 
documents, unless there is good reason to believe that such 
rate has been wrongfully or mistakenly inserted. Failing 
documentary proot, the rate is to be taken at that in force 
at the time the goods were exported. 





rr _ 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Coloniel 
Oitice, copy of a telegram from the Governor-General of 
New Zealand stating that Certificates of Origin wil] not 
be required tor xoods exported to New Zealand froll 
- “a countries in Europe after the end of November. 
v1Y 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 


~ EGYPT. 


REVISED VALUATIONS FOR DUTIES ON 
COTTON GOODS. 
fhe egyptian ‘Journal Officiel *’ of 17th November con- 
tains a list of revised Tariff valuations for use in assessing 
dutics on cotton manufactures imported into Egypt. with 
effect from 16th November, 1919, to 15th January, 1920, 
or unti! denunciation, as follows :— 








Import 
Valuations 
per 
Kilogramme 
(2.2046 Th.) 


Articles. prallis Ween, 
Grev ‘T and Longcloths, domestic and cabbot —....... BA) 
Grey shirtings, twills, cambrics and tanjibs —..... 430) 
Mr GOONER GONE GUNGING ooicccesnncccncncencscsssessscevse: D7) 
I iE oi alas enced aeakecses ee 
Grey Crapes, dice checks, herring-bones, sateen 
stripes all contmon common qualities ............ 515 
TINE GINS ices sviinnynsvncncnvedissevenetsnessnsrser ees 455 
White Longcloths, soft or hard finish ..... 2. ...+. 201) 
White tanjibs, doriahs or cambrics, soft finish, and 
SE, hienericiatiia Rea code euababaiinnenth Wao, SyEL 
Bleached Crapes, dice checks, herring-bones, sateen 
stripes all common qualities ............ cece O15 
White shirtings, Croydons, and twills — ............... 461) 
(Fine light shirtings (Hutiste) are excluded.) 
 - iiahinnntekeisnidnaserabecdinsdiesseent- erbuese by) 
ST CS sn iistanainscntink eaMGhiiaese ner eseneeuenNal 610 
Rmmernes, WONG GRIG .nncccceesss — csencvsveccrncscssecsees 31) 
I CI ii hci srl uetpnercnesueknnnesnantees 455 
Prints for Gressimg — .........csccccccocsccscecsscceesccscccees blu 
Printed and cotton flannelettes  ...................0 eee ees 550) 
Fancy cloth, red, coloured or sateen stripes ......... 0 4649 
Plain dyed cloths, sateens, black drills, Turkey red 
I ii dunks snenmlawrianteeteset*: snvaes 40) 


(Printed and mercerised sateens, jaconets and hnings, and 
fine brocades are excluded.) 
Drills, Grand drills and cetaries  .................0008: . BG 
Oxfords, current qualities — .................ccccessees 465 
The tare allowance for bales is fixed at 3 per cent. Duty 
is leviable on the valuations shown at the rate of & per cent. 


FOREIGN. 


FRANCE. 


IDENTITY CARDS FOR COMMERCIAL 
TRAVELLERS. 

The ‘Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) tor 2nd December contains 
a Decree, dated 29th November, which lays down detailed 
regulations for the issue of identity cards tor commercial 
travellers, provided for by the Law of Sth October, the 
provisions of which have formed the subject of notices in 
recent issues of this ‘‘Journal.’’ Annexed to the present 
Decree is a model of the identity card which is to be used. 
In the case of Commercial travellers residing outside French 
territory the identity cards are to be obtained from the 
French consular agent in the district in which the traveller 
lives, 

A copy of the Decree may be seen by British traders 
interested on application at the Enquiry Room, Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 











TRANSIT OF GOODS THROUGH 
ALSACE-LORRAINE. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Ofhce, of information to tie effect that the French authori- 
ties have issued a General Export Licence authorising, until 
further notice, the transit of foreign goods through Alsace 
and Lorraine to all destinations. The necessary instructions 
were communicated to the French Customs Service on 13th 
November. 





_—_— 


FRANCE (Algeria). 


CONSUMPTION DUTY ON ALCOHOL 
INCREASED. 

The “Journal Officiel’”? (Paris) for 5th December contains 
a Presidential Decree, dated 29th November, which increases, 
as from Ist January, 1920, from 290 francs to 400 francs per 
hectolitre of pure alcohol, the consumption tax on alcoho! 
Manufactured in or imported into Algeria. This duty is 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES. 


—continued. 





independent of the surtax of 10 centimes per hectolitre 
imposed by the Decree ot loth November, 1918. 

The provisions of this Decree are also applicable to the 
Southern Territories. 





FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


IMPORTATION OF PETROLEUM 
; PRODUCTS. 

The ** Journal Oficiel ** (Paris) for 5th December contains 
a Presidential Decree, dated 4th December, respecting the 
trade in petroleum products. : 

The Decree provides as follows :— 

Art. 1.—In order to ensure the national supply of crude 
and refined mineral oils, spirit. heayy oils, mazout, residues, 
and other derivatives, the ** Commissariat général aus 
essences et combustibles’? established under the Decree ot 
2ist August, 1918, is charged with the control of all com- 
merce and industry relating to these products. 

Arf. 2.—As from the date of publication of the present 
Decree (.e.. 5th December), the importation into France 
and Algeria of the products specified above is subject to an 
authorisation to be issued by the Ministry of Finance on the 
advice of the ‘‘Commissaire Général.’’ 


GERMANY. 


PROHIBITION OF? EXPORTATION OF 
CERTAIN WARES. 

The Commissioner for Export and Import Licences has. 
by Proclamations of 28th November and Ist December (pub- 
lished in the ** Deutscher Reichsanzeiger 7’ on 29th Novem- 
ber and 4th December), withdrawn the authority previously 
vested in the Customs authorities to allow the exportation 
from Germany without licence of the following specified 
articles from Categories X D, XVEI A, G and H: XVIII C, 
and XINC of the German Customs Tariff :— 

Tariff No. 











From Category A D. 
ex GAO Hooks and evelets with a coating of celluloid, 
tor boots and shoes. 
From Cats qory AV II A. 


(Iron and iron alloys and wares thereof.) 


ex 313 Dieplates and screw taps: tightening tools 
and mandrels. 
vr S14 Measuring instruments, rules. angles, com- 


passes, dressing plates, bevel protractors, 
gauging rods and the like (except cutting 
compasses, measuring chains and measuring 
clamps): 
(x 825 Hooks and evelets of iron, tor boots end 
shoes, 
Irom Category XVILG., 
(Copper Wares.) 
8—S79 Hooks and eyelets of brass, for boots and 
shoes, in consignments not exceeding 2 
kilogs. 
From Category AVGil H. 
(Wares of base metals, not specially mentioned. ) 


‘ 


eg S84 Gold-plated articles made entirely. or parily 
of base metals or alloys thereof. 
ex 891 Typewriters and control boxes (Avntroi- 


hkassen) so tar as they do not come under 
other Tariff Nos. by reason of their com- 
bination with other materials. 
From Category AVIIIC. 

(Vehicles and Vessels.) 

916 Cycles, including those for carrving goods end 

those for attachment to other vehicles 
(sidecars, etc.). 

From Category XIX €. 

(Musical Instruments.) 


G39 Pianos of all kinds and all recognisable parts 
thereof except mechanisms and keyboards. 
945 Strings of all kinds. 


According to a Proclamation of 3rd December, published 
in the ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ of 4th December, the 
following may in future only be exported from, or pass in 
transit through, Germany under licence : — 

Tariff No. 

941 Violins, violoncellos, double basses, and other 
stringed instruments; zithers, guitars, 
harps, mandolines, and other instruments 
to be played with the fingers; and all 
recognisable parts of all such instruments. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 





—continued. 
Taritt No. 
GUY Bassoons, flutes, clarionets. oboes. English 


horns. and other wind instruments, 
generally made of wood: trumpets and 


other wind instruments ot brass. German 
silver, copper, glass, earthenware, etc. ; and 
all recognisable parts of such instruments. 

Musical boxes without cases, weighing 500 
grammies or less, each net; instruments for 
mechanically reproducing music (phonolas, 
planolas, etc.), aristons, barrel organs, 
orchestrions, and similar mechanical instru- 
ments; and recognisable parts of all such 
instruments. 

Mouth organs, and accordions, complete (so 
far as they are not in the nature of toys 
tor children); drums, kettledrums, and un- 
specified musical instruments; and recog- 
nisable parts of all such instruments. 


ex G44 





HUNGARY. 


EXPORT AND 
“REGULATIONS. 
The information given below is based on an article which 
appeared on 2Ist November in the ‘ Weltwirtschafts 
Zeitung,’ following on the publication by the Hungarian 
Government of an Order considerably modifying the import, 
export and transit prohibitions in Hungary :— 
Imports. 





IMPORT, TRANSIT 


The principal modification made by the Order is_ the 
compilation of an extensive list (published below) enumerat- 
ing the goods in respect of which the import prohibition is 
removed. In view of the financial state of Hungary, the 
list naturally consists tor the most part of raw materials 
and semi-manufactured articles which are needed tor the 
reconstruction of the economic life of Hungary, which has 
been almost entirely destroyed. Finished manutactures are 
onlv included in so far as they are required tor satisfying 
the most urgent necessities of life, and cannot possibly be 
produced in Hungary at ihe present time. 

An import licence is necessary for all goods which do not 
appear on this ‘‘fPree List,” and must be obtained by the 
Hungarian importer, 

Ex ports. , ° 

As regards exportation from Hungary, it is to be noted 
that, in order to re-establish Hungarian industries, the 
general export prohibition still remains in force unaltered. 
Relaxations will gradually be made as Hungarian agricul- 
ture and trade revives and develops. 

TRANSIT. 

Direct transit trade is tree, and licences are no longer 
required for transit goods. 

Import “‘Free L[ist.’—List or Goods WHICH MAY BE 
IMPORTED 1NTO HcunGiry witHoct Import LICENCE. 

‘The numbers quoted are those ot the former Austro- 

Hungarian Customs Tariff. | 


SEELrSs. 
Tariff No. 
50 Grass seed, 
ex 52 Sugar beet seed and seed of fodder beet. 
Fats AND GREASE. 
91 Fish oi] and seal cil. 
ex 92 Animal tallow for technical use. 
ex 9S Vegetable tal’ow, palm oil, palm keine] oil, and 
coconut oil, solid, for technical purposes. 
94 Vegetable wax. a 
95 Stearic acid (stearine), palmitic acid (palmitine). 
97 Decgras and oleic acid. 
98 Ceresine. 
99 Vaseline and lanoline. 
100 Axle grease. | . 
101 Fats and fatty mixtures, not specialy mentioned 
in the Austro-Hungarian Tariff, for technical pur- 
poses. 


Fatty OIts. 
102 Rape ceed oil. 


ex 103 Linseed oil and other fatty oils not specially men- 
tioned in the Austro-Hungarian Customs Taniff, 
for technical purpcses. 
105 Wood oil, ground-nut oil and castor oil for 
Note 1 technical use (denatured under the supervision 
of authorised customs authorities). 
105 Cotton seed oil for technical use. 
Note 3 
Woop, Coar, AnD PEAT. 
ex 133 Firewood. 
ex 134 Timber for building, etc., European. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





Taritt No. 


ex 155 Charcoal, peat and peat charcoal, lignite and coal, 
coke. 
ex 156 Chair cane, raw, not split. 
MATERIALS FOR TURNERY AND CARVING. 
141 Celluloid and other materials fir turnery and 
carving, not specially mentioned in the Austro- 
Hungaiian Customs Tariff, not manufactured. 
MINERALS. 
143 Pyrites, raw. 
ex 144 Pyiites, roasted. iron c:e, manganese, and lead 


ore—even if worked. 
145 Gypsum, roasted. 


ex 150 Mineral phosphate, china clay, asbestos, magnesite, 
MEDICINAL WARES aND PERFUMERY. 
155 Camphor, raw and refined.- 
155 Essential oils. 
DYEING and TANNING MATERIALS. 

157 Quebracho wood. 

158 Oak and pine tree bark. . 

159 Other barks, also roots, leaves, buds, fiuit (e.g., 
myrobalans, valonia, gall nuts, and the 'ike). 

ex 162 Chestnut wood extract, quebracho Wood extract, 
and tanning extracts, not specially mentioned 
in the Austro-Hungarian Customs Tariff. 
GuMS AND REsINs. 

164 Tar, except lignite and schist tar. 

165 Resin, common. 

167 Coopers’, brewers’, brush makers’, and rope makers’ 
pitch. 

168 Asphalt earth and stone. raw, even if ground. 

169 Asphalt bitumen. 

ex 170 Aspha‘t mastic. 
ex 173 Turpentine, turpentine oil, coal tar oils of the 
benzene series. 
ex 174 Copal gum, shellac, gum-arabic. 
COTTON. 

180 Cotton, raw, carded, bleached, dyed, milled; 
cotton waste, 

181 Cotton wool (except that intended for medicinal 
purposes); waste prepared for cleaning machin- 
ery. 

183—183 Cotton yain. 

189—192 Cotton piece-goods., 

193 Velvet and tissues resembling velvet, and velveb 
1ibbons. 

194 Ribbons. 

199 Passementerie and button-makers’ wares of cotton, 

200 Knitted wares and hosiery of cotton, linen, and 
other vegetable texti’e materials. 

201 Cotton articles used for technical purposes. 

Frax, Hemp. Jute. ETC. 
ex 202 Flax, jute, and manila hemp, raw, steeped, broken, 
hackled, bleached. dyed; and waste thereof. 
ex 204 Linen yarn. 

206 Jute yarn and sheaf binders. 

207—209 Linen piece-goods. 

ex 216 Tissues of hemp, vains. except tissue with admix- 


ture of paper materials. 
217 Tissues of jute (piece-goods). 


ex 219 Technica] articles of linen, hemp, jute, etc. 
Woot, ETC. 
222—227 Wool (sheeps’) yarn. 
228—231 Wool’en piece-goods. 
2352 Passementerie and button-makers’ wares of w00- 
233 Knitted wares and hosiery of wool. 
238 Felt and felt. wares (except carpets). 
259 Articles for technica] purposes, of wool. 
SILK AND SILK WARES, ETC. 
242246 Silk and ;:ilk varn. 


249 Silk bolting cloth. 
956—269 Tissues of half silk. 

MADE tp ARTICLES. 
266 Hat shapes of felt. 


ex 267 Hats of felt. for men and boys. 
‘ “4 o ’ \peTI- 

ex 274 Clothing and underc!othing, not specially men 
tioned, except those of sik and other /uxury 
coods. 

BRUSHMAKERS WARES, ETC. 
275 Brushmakers’ wares, commen. 
ex 277 Weoden sieves, finished. 


PAPER AND PAPER WARES. 
284A Paper pulp. 
985.286  Pasteboard (cardboard), darred* cardboard, and 
carton-pierie. ~— 
Paper, except paper for spinning. 
INDIA-RUBBER, GUTTAPERCHA, ETC. 


ex 287—297 


India-rubber, guttapercha, and wares thereo!. 
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Tariff No. : 

OILCLOTH AND WARES THEREOF. 

322 Tarpaulins and other covers of coarse materials 
chemically prepared in the tissue, or covered 
or impregnated with oil, tar, etc. 


LEATHER AND LEATHER WARES. 


528—529 Cow and horse hide, even if dressed (but not 
lacquered). 

330 Calf leather, except lacquered (patent) leather. 

335—354 Buck, goat, ‘kid, sheep and lamb skins, prepared, 
except glove leather and lacquered (patent) 


leather. 

ex 340 Boots and shoes of leather, with lining consisting 
mainly of paper tissue. 

ex 3544 Transmission belts and thongs of leather. 


WoopDEN WARES, ETC. 


ex S47 Timber and sawn wares, planed, grooved or 
tongued; wood for hoops, wood prepared for 
casks. 
349 Wooden pegs (wooden nails). 
351 Veneers. 
ex 358 Wares of common wood (except furniture). 
ex 361 Buttons of ivory nut and horn, 
ex 366 Stoppers of cor 


GLASS AND GLASS WARES. 


370—371 Hollow class. 
ex 312 Hollow glass, fine, except luxury goods and 
antiques. 
373 Bulbs for electric incandescent lamps. 


375—3576 Mirror, sheet and plate glass, not specially men- 
tioned in the Austro-Hungarian Customs Tariff, 
raw, coloured, unpolished, etc. 

ex 382 Watch glasses and spectacle glasses, polished. 


CEMENT, ASBESTOS WARES. 


399 Cement. 
401 Wares of asbestus. 
EARTHENWARE 
ex 411 Roofing tiles. 
ex 413 Magnesite bricks. 
424 China, except plate, luxury wares and antiques. 
425 Earthenware not specially mentioned in the Austro- 


Hungarian Customs Tariff, except luxury goods 
and antiques. 


IRON AND IRON WARES. 


ez 428 Pig iron. 
431 Iron and steel in bars or rods, 
452—455 Sheets and plates, of iron. 
434—4355 = Tron and steel wire. 
438—441 Pipes and pipe joints of iron. 
447 Fastenings for rails. 
452—460 ‘Tools of iron, all kinds. 
461463 Nails and tacks; nuts and bolts; rivets. 
464—465 Chains and flat link chains (except forged chains). 


ex 466 Wire ropes (iron). 
468—463 Sewing and other needles. 

ex 473 Safety locks. 

ex 481 Enamelled utensils. 

ex 483 Horse shoes. 


ComMON METALS AND ALLOYS THEREOF. 


ex 488 Common metals (other than iron and steel), un- 
manufactured. 
ex 503—504 Soft solder and hard solder. 
ex 517 Nails, tacks, and screws, of copper and brass. 
MACHINERY, APPARATUS, INSTRUMENTS, ETC. 
ex 526 Distilling apparatus of steel. 
527 Locomotives and tenders, and portable engines. 
ex 528, 530, | 
537—539, | Agricultural machines and spare parts thereof. 
554 
531—534 ) Machinery for the textile industry. 
ex 538 j 


535 Sewing and knitting machines. 
ex 538 Heating installations. 
ex 546 Electric carbons. 
999 Goods wagons and under frames for agricultural 
and industrial railways, 
975 Surgical and other ins struments for medical pur- 
pos es. 
ex 574 Physical instruments. 
577 Measuring instruments for industrial use (measur- 


ing rods, angles, caliper compasses and hole 
gauges and the like). 
CuemicaL PRopvUcts. 
ex 596 Sulphur, 1 1 lumps and sticks, and powdered and 
flowers of sulphur; phosphorus; metallic anti- 
mony (antimony regulus); quicksilver. 


} 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





Tariff N 
ex 507) Caustie otash, caustic soda, solid ; magnesia, 
ex 598 ff calcine artificial stannic oxide; litharge in 
flakes roe pieces ; litharge, ground, in the form 
of powder, red lead; spirit of sal-ammoniac ; 
liquid ammonia; hy drochloric acid, nitric acid, 
pyroligneous acid, crude; su!phuric acid, not 
fuming ; boracic acid, raw or refined; and citric 
acid. 
ex 599 Fertilising salts, chloride of potassium, Chile galt- 
petre, nitrate of sodium ; borax, raw or refined ; 
Glauber’s salts (su!phate of soda); sulphate of 
potassium, bi-sulphate of soda; potash; soda 
(sodium carbonate), raw or crystallised; soda, 
calcined ; silicate of sodium, liquid or solid; sul- 
phate and hydrochlorate of ammonia (sal-am- 
moniac); saltpetre (nitrate of potassium), bicar- 
bonate of potassium, and of sodium; chromate 
of potassium and of sodium; chlorate of potas- 
sium and of sodium. 
ex 600 Spodium (bone charcoal) ; chloride of lime; gypsum, 
(artificial sulphate of lime); calcium carbide. 
ex 602 Sulphate of copper; white lead; sugar of lead. 
ex 603 Sulphide of carbon. 
ex 604 Glycerine, crude or purified; coal tar oil, crude, 
heavy. 
607 Prepared blacks. 
ex 611 Bone glue. 
ex 615 Rice starch. 
617 Phosphates treated with acids (superphosphates). 
ex 619 Acetic acid, concentrated. 
ex 620 Ether, sulphuric. ia 
ex 622 Products of iodine and bromine; salicylic acid; 
alkaloids and alkaloid salts. 
VARNISHES, ETC. 
623 Oil varnishes. 
625 Tar dves. 
ex 626 Ultramine. 
CANDLES, SOAP, ETe. 
655 Tallow candles, 
ex 656 Candles of stearine and paraffin. 
ex 637 Soap (except perfumed soap). 
ex 640 Wood matches. 
LITERARY AND ARTISTIC ARTICLES. 
ex 640 Books, music, periodicals. 
WASTE. 
ex 652 Bone dust; Thomas’ slag; manufactured manures 


and other manures clensified under this number. 





[MOROCCO (French Zone). 





EXPORT PROHIBITION ON PEANS AND 
LENTILS RAISED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a telegram from H.M. Ambassador at Paris 
reporting that, according to telegraphic information received 
from the Resident-General, the export of beans and lentils 
from the French Zone of Morocco is now free. 


- — 
——— 








NOTICE. 


The price of the “Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (64d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 2/s. €d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 





post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘‘The Editor.”’ 
Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communt- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 
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Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. i 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Replies must be sent to the Department, and not to 
its Overseas Officers, except where otherwise stated.| 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive Overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial Diplomatic and Consular Services in Foreign coun- 
tries, and Trade Commissioners and Imperial Trade Corre- 
spondents in the Empire. Fs ; 

From this Intelligence Service information on al] subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it 1s 
eollated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
3s available to any British trader npon personal or written ap- 
plication to the Department, at 3d, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, 8.W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following: 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign and 
Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for British trade 
abroad: general conditions prevailing in overseas markets; 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods of distribu- 
tion and marketinz; credit conditions, terms of payment, etc., 
abroad: firms at home engaged in particular lines of business; 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or in- 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agents 
for British firms; Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs 
regulations: statistics of Import or Export; forms of Certificates 
of Origin: regulations concerning commercial travellers, Con- 
sular Invoices, etc.; shipping and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad and 
are available for inspection by British traders at 3, Guildhall 
Court, London, E.C.2. 

METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it ts desired to call attention to one or two points, the observance 
ef which will facilitate the supply of the information required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applicant 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners or 
Imperial Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and to 
H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular Officers in Foreign 
countries, but it is generally advisable to communicate in the 
first instance with the Department o° Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, as the information required 
ts frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delay involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
ean therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London, the Department will make all neces- 
sarv enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. 

When making application for information enquiries 
clearly specify :— 

fl) The countries concerning which information is required ; 

(2) The precise kind of goods; and 

(5) The particular points in regard to which the information 
is sought. 

Bv following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possible, applicants will materially assist the Department in 
its endeavour to supply the precise information required. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 
ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
London, W.C.2, whence further information may be obtained :— 

FANCY GOODS, CUTLERY. ALUMINIUM WARE, 
CROCKERY, TEXTILES, LINOLEUM, ETC.—A well-known 
Svdnev firm, whose representative is at present visiting the 
United Kingdom, desire to secure the representation for Australia 
ef good manufacturers of fancy goods, cutlery, aluminium ware, 
perfumery. porcelain and crockery, specialities and proprietary 
fines, textiles, linoleum, imitation leather and hosiery. The firm 
is an old-established one and of good standing, with extensive 
business connections throughout the Commonwealth. (Reference 
Wo. 35/7/27.) 

{Nore.—Replies should be sent direct to the Official Secretary, 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





Commonwealth of Australia, Commercial Information Bureag, 
at the above address, quoting the Reference Number. ] 





BRITISH INDIA. 
INDIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRY. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Indian Tradg 
Commissioner’s Office, 60, Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
London, E.C.2, whence further information may be obtained :— 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR ORIENTAL BEADS, MATRIX 
TURQUOISES, FURS, EMBROIDERIES, ETC.—A firm in 
Kashmir desire to get into touch with United Kingdom importers 
of Oriental beads, matrix turquoises, silver fox and other furs, 
embroideries and floor rugs. 

[Note.—Replies should be sent direct to the Indian Trade 
Commissioner at above address, quoting Reference No. 8628.] 





CANADA. 

WOOLLENS, LACES, WATERPROOFS, AND LININGS.— 
A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal desires to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers of woollens, laces, linings, waterproof 
clothing, towels, and sleeve linings, for the Provinces of Quebec 
and Ontario, on a commission basis. (Reference No. 1238.) . 

WOOLLENS, LACES. HOSIERY.—A manufacturers’ agent 
in Toronto desires to represent United Kingdom manufacturers 
in the Province of Ontario for men’s woollens, Nottingham !aces, 
and cashmere hosiery, on a commission basis. (Reference No, 
1239.) 

DRESS GOODS AND OTHER DRY GOODS.—A manufac. 
turers’ agent in Toronto desires to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of dress goods, and any lines selling to wholesale 
dry goods, for the whole of Canada, on a commission basis, 
(Refernce No. 1240.) 

PERFUMERY, TOILET SPECIALITIES, ETC.—A manufac. 
turers’ agent in Toronto desires to represent United Kingdom 
manufactures in the Province of Ontario for toilet soaps. per- 
fumes, and druggists’ toilet specialities, on a commission basis, 
(Reference No. 1241.) 

SILKS AND VELVETS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents 
and importers in Toronto desire to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of silk and velvet piece-goods, tie silks, and arti- 
ficial silk thread in hanks for manufacturing purposes, on a 
commission basis, for the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 1242.) 

SHIRTINGS AND COTTON TEXTILES.—A manufacturers’ 
agent in Toronto desires to represent United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of shirtings, cotton textiles, and all kinds of silks, 
for the Province of Ontario, on a commission basis. The 
applicant has had large experience with these goods, and is in 
close touch with the trades concerned. (Reference No. 1243.) 

HOSIERY, UNDERWEAR, WOOLLENS, DRESS GOODS.— 
A firm of manufacturers’ agents and importers in Toronto desire 
to represent United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of 
men’s, women’s, and children’s hosiery (cotton and wool); men’s, 
women’s and children’s underwear, woollens, textiles, and dress 
goods, and suitings, on a commission basis, for the whole of 
Canada. (Reference No. 1244.) 

WOOLLENS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to 
represent United Kingdom manufacturers of woollens for whole- 
sale clothing and men’s tailoring trade and for dress and mantle 
trade, in Toronto and Montreal, on a commission basis. (Ref: 


erence No. 1245. 
GOODS.—A firm of 





TOYS, NOVELTIES AND FANCY 
manufacturers’ agents in Toronto are desirous of representing 
United Kingdom manufacturers of toys, novelties and fancy 
goods, for the whole of Canada, on a sale basis. (Reference 
No. 1246.) 

HARDWARE AND SPECIALITIES.—A firm of mamufac- 
turers’ agents in Toronto are desirous of representing United 
Kingdom manufacturers of hardware, specialities. and other 
allied lines, for the whole of Canada, on a sales basis. ( Refer- 
ence No. 1247.) 

WATERPROOFS, GLOVES, CLOTH, TAPES, TWINES, 
JEWELLERY.—A manufacturers’ agent of Toronto, at present 
on a visit to England, desires to represent United Kingdom manv- 
facturers of waterproofs, gloves, serge cloth, cotton tapes, jute 
and cotton twines and cheap jewellery, on a commission basis, 
for the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 1247a.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRY. 

The following enauiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
mav be obtained :— 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR BRASS GOODS FOR WATER, 
PLUMBING, AND GAS.—An Ontario company manufacturing 
a full line of high grade brass goods for water, plumbing, and 
gas. including taps, cocks, valves, connections, brass tools of 
all kinds, tapping, drilling, and flanging machines, is desirous 
of getting into touch with United Kingdom buyers. 


NEW ZEALAND. 
MACHINERY AND ENGINEERING.—A firm of manufac: 


turers’ agents, recently established in Auckland, desire to cet 
into touch with United Kingdom engineering firms with a view 
to representing them in the Dominion. The principal is a native 
of New Zealand and has had considerable experience of the re- 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 








ents of the market, and for seven or eight years was 


quirements . = von til eo 
manager of a gold mining company. <A representative of the tirm 


‘sat present in England and 1s prepared to interview enquirers. 
‘Reference No. 1248. aan a : ; 
“CANNED MEAT, AND CONDENSED MILK&.—A firm ol 
commercial brokers and merchants in Auckland desire to get 
nto touch with United Kingdom tmporters ol canned meats 
and condensed milk, who may wish to form connections in the 


Dominion. (Reference No. 1249.) 





NEW ZEALAND. AUSTRALIA. ee 
DOMESTIC LABOUR-SAVING DEVICES, STAINLESS 
(UITLERY, ALUMINIUM WARE, AND COTTON GOODS.— 
A Wellington agent, claiming to have an up-to-date office and 
complete organisation for agency work, desires the exclusive 
yepresentation In New Zealand, with or without the incluston 
of Australia, of first-class United Kingdom houses manulacturing 
labour-saving devices, preferably household commodities, or new 
inventions or improvements on existing patents, stainless cutlery, 
aluminium ware and fancy cotton goods, including voiles, nain- 
soks, lawns, flannelette, calicoes, shirtings, etc. This agent 
has furnished the Department with a schedule of conditions 
which he regards as recessary for any house to consider when 
making an offer for an agency. (Reference No. 1249a.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


SOUTH AFRICA, 
TENDERS INVITED. 

WATER MIETERS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Johannes 
burg has forwarded copies of the specification, conditions of 
contract and tender forms, in connection with a call for tenders 
lw the Johannesburg Municipal Council, for the supply and 
delivery of 3-in. water meters. (Contract No. 569.) 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Town Clerk, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg, up to noon on 4th 
March, 1920. Tenders must be accompanied by a certified cheque 
for an amount equal to 10 per cent. of the total amount of the 
offer; maximum deposit £100. 

A copy of the above-mentioned specification, etc., may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), 75, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 

GEAR AND PINION WHEELS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner 
has also forwarded a copy of the specifications, etc., in connec- 
tion with a call for tenders for gear and pinion wheels (Contract 
No. 568) by the Johannesburg Municipal Council, published on 
p. 746 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 11th December, which 
may also be consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry 
Nttice of the Department of Overseas Trade at the above address. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Johannesburg has forwarded 
extracts from the local press announcing that tenders are invited 
by the Durban Municipal Council as follows :— 

(1) ASHPHALTE AND FLUX.—For the supply and delivery 
of 400 tons of road ashphalte and 150 tons of flux or the equiva- 
lent of asphalte cement. 

(2) ASHPHALTE MIXING PLANT.—For the supply, delivery 
and erection of a portable asphalte mixing plant with the neces- 
sary street tools. 

Specifications may be obtained in the case of (1) upon the 
deposit of half a guinea, and specification and drawings in the 
case of (2) upon the deposit of one guinea, from the Borough 
Engineer, Municipal Buildings, Durban. 

Sealed tenders will be received by the Town Clerk up to 11 a.m. 
on 28th January, 1920. 

WATER PIPING.—It is also announced that the Johannesburg 


Municipal Council invite tenders for the supply and delivery of 


water piping. (Contract No. 570.) 
ry . ‘ ’ 
Sealed tenders will be received up to noon on 20th February. 
= ray 4 . . . - 
1920, by the Town Clerk, Municipal Office, Johannesburg. 


MALTA" 

TEXTILES.—An old-established Maltese firm of import and 
export merchants, commission agents, etc., desire to get into 
touch with United Kingdom firms dealing in Manchester goods, 
anderclothing for men, women and boys, towels, socks, shirts 
and collars. ete, (Reference No. 1250.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 


EUROPE. 








BELGIUM. 

RAW MATERTALS, AUTOMOBILE ACCESSORIES, RALL- 
WAY MATERIAL, ETC.—A firm of agents, established over 15 
years, desire to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufae- 
lurers of raw materials. automobile accessories, railway material, 
and general machinery. The applicants are of good standing, 
have wide commercial connections, and are accustomed to pur- 
chasing in Belgium and Germany. (Reference No. 1251.) 
TINNED MEAT AND + FOODSTUFFS.--An_ applicant at 
lege desires ito obtain an agency, on commission, for the sale 
of tinned meat and foodstuffs generally. (Reference No. 1252.) 
WOOT, AND WOOL AND COTTON WASTES.-—An applicant 


at Verviers desires to obtain an agency, on commission or with 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





depot, for the sale of combed and carded wool, and cotton and 
wool wastes. The applicant employs two travellers and claims 
to have a good clientele. (Reference No. 1293.) ; 

PAPER AND FOODSTUFFS.—An applicant at Liége desires 
to obtain an agency for the sale of tinned meat, fish, vegetables, 
etc., also paper of all kinds, including that required for news- 
papers, for which he is prepared to place an immediate order. 
(Reference No. 1254.) 

MOTOR CARS, TYRES AND MOTOR ACCESSORIES.—An 
applicant at Liége, with 8 years’ experience in the motor trade, 
desires to obtain an agency, with depot, for the sale of motor 
cars, box-cars, tyres, and motor accessories. The applicant has 
uw large garage and shop. (Reference No. 1255.) 

BULLDING CONTRACTORS’ PLANT.—An Antwerp firm 
of contractors desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of cranes, elevators, and other general building 
contractors’ plant. (Reference No. 1256.) 

LINEN GOODS AND GROCERIES.—An applicant at Ant- 
werp desires to obtain an agency for the wholesale trade, on a 
conunission basis, with depot, for the sale of linen goods and 
groceries, spices and foodstuffs. The enquirer has had experience 
in both lines and would be prepared to invest money in the 
business. (Reference No. 1257. 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


ee eee 


CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 

TIME AND LABOUR-SAVING APPLIANCES, ASBESTOS 
PRODUCTS, RAW COTTON, AND WOOL, ETC.—A first-class 
firm of importers in the Czecho-Slovak Republic desire to open 
up business with manufacturers in the United Kingdom special- 
ising in time and labour-saving appliances, manufacturers of 
all kinds of asbestos products, mica, and technical rubber guods ; 
they are also interested in raw cotton and wool, yarns and 
printed goods. The enquirers are in constant touch with the 
mining, brewing, textile, and sugar-producing industries, and 
any novelties which may have application to these trades will 
be of interest to them. (Reference No. 1258.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


GERMANY. 

TEXTILES.—A German firm in Wirzburg wish to act as 
commission agents for British textile firms. They state that 
they have a large wholesale business, a big turnover, and numer- 
our customers. Their specialities are as follow :—Coloured satins, 
white and coloured batiste, mull, curtains, pocket handkerchiefs, 
and other cotton goods, white or coloured. (Reference No. 1259.) 

CHEMICAL PRODUCTS, DRUGS, FATS AND _ OILS, 
METALS, HIDES, FOOD PRODUCTS, ETC.—A firm in Frank- 
fort-on-Main, which has been doing a commission business for 42 
vears and gives one London and two German references, de- 
sire to represent United Kingdom firms for the sale of chemical 
products and drugs of every kind, fats and oils, ore and metals, 
hides and skins, and food products. (Reference No. 1260.) 

PROVISIONS, SOAP, RAW MATERIALS, COLONIAL 
PRODUCE, ETC.—A German enquirer in Cologne, with a good 
knowledge of English business methods, desires to secure the 
agency of United Kingdom manufacturers or exporters of pro- 
visions, soap, Colonial produce and chocolates. (Reference No. 
1261.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 








GREECE. 

PIECE-GOODS, DRAPERY. HOSIERY, ETC.—A_ Salonica 
firm of export merchants desire to establish connections with 
British exporters of piece-goods of all kinds, drapery, hosiery, etc. 
(Reference No. 1262.) . 

BANK’S SERVICE OFFERED.—A commercial bank in 
Pireus, with extended relations, desires to facilitate the coim- 
mercial transactions between England and Greece, and wishes to 
represent British firms for general trade. (Reference No. 1263.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





ITALY. 

ENGINES FOR MOTOR CYCLES AND CARS.—An Italian 
firm in Milan, Members of the British Chamber of Commerce, 
desire agencies—exclusive if possible—for British manufacturers 
of engines for motor cycles and cars They already represent 
several British cycle firms, and also buy for their own account. 
Correspondence in English and Italian. (Reference No. 1264.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





IMPORT AND EXPORT TRADE.—An institution, “The Import 
and Export Department of the Credit Bank of Prague,” has been 
established by the Crédit Bank of Prague at Belgrade. The 
object of the institution is to facilitate and increase business 
transactions with United Kingdom manufacturers as regards 
the exportation of raw materials which abound in the markets 
of Jugo-Slavia, and the importation into those countries 
of manufactured goods from the United Kingdom. Several 
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He ‘ responds 1h Enelish. (Reference No. 1267.) 

Replies should le qddressed Lo the Depar ment of Overseas 
Trade. 
CHINA. ae 

COTTON MACHINERY. — An tinporlant Dutch firm penginee: 


; 


umd exporters), 
least Indies, C] 


c pyre sentation. nN 


branches mn 


desire 14) ol 


with office ino Londo iy ee 
Mina and Amertea, 
China. of British cotton 
(Reference No. 268. ) 
Replies should be addressed to 


‘Trade. 


‘ 
' 

‘ i ey ! 

South Leieee tne 


headache ry branitaec- 
turers, 
the 


Department of Overseas 


NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 
BUILDING MATERIALS AND MILL 
firm of general noporters in Sourabava. with 
desire to represent. in the Netherland East [ndies, 
plievs of building material and mill furnishings. The 
are stated to Le in © ait h with 
and other 'D and also wath 
and 1 and 


FURNISHINGS. A 
Amsterdam, 
British sup- 
enquirers 
— tea 
contracts 


ie 


oth Cs in) 


lose ti suvar, rubber. 
‘ee ret 


Stores, 


—s 
arcenilects. 


ot Armin 


: 
hantlabions. 


roMway companies buyers and 


Where Hecessaryv, the prime 1p Is would byes prepa to Vist 
Interested suppliers. (Reference No, 1269.) 
Reolies shi ula ly, addressed La the Pdeopranayt rine Of Overse ~ 


rade 


AFRICA. 





MOROCCO. 

WANES AND TIN-STAMPING 
wholesale manufacturers otf hoot jy 
to be placed in touch with United 

—_— ana carnauba wan. 
also with manufacturers ot 
hoot XS, (Relerence 


\EAC HINGRY., A 
tishes in ¢ 
Kingdom 
turpentine 


Hrd ON 
wasabt nea desire 
manufacturers of 
turpentine 
Inachines 


No. 


° , 
cCeresime, dla 
hite spirit, 


king 


substitute or 
hen SLamping 
12:70.) 


TEN TILES. 


mp 
Polish be 


tin tor ma 


(CHINA, 
SKIN, 
Lez 
the follow In 
chinaware, 
furniture, 


METAL 
WOOT. 


desire to 


PROVISIONS. GLASS AND 
(OODS, BUILDING MATERIALS. ETC 
ETC, A firm of c: acents aes tblished at 
represents in Moroeco, British firms exporting any of 
extiles. and 
Britannia*metal material, 
cheap jewellery, ete. 

The firm 


ete. tRef 


preyed ISSO 1} 


chemic a1:S. class 


building 


} 
(OQOUS te provisions, 


tin plat es, 


coods. 


wool. hair. horn. cereals. 


wish 
Crenlce No. 
should be 


also to e\port 
1271.) 
iddressed tT) 


skins. 


Replie ‘'S the { Overseas 


T rade. 


Depart iment ( 


() |e 


TRA Di 


JUL in NAAT. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 
UNITED STATES OF ——s 


JLABERDASHERY, SILK M. \TE RIALS 
Company established at 


Philade! pila 1s 


DECEMBER LS, [919 


—— 





ETC, 


desirous ot 


~ An Import 


vetting g Int 


touch with Umted Wingdom manutacturers or exporters a 
alain. silk materials lor Womens wear. etc.  (Refereng, 


No. 1272.) 
Rep ites should le addressed LO the 


Department (} OF Ese; 
Prade. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINA AND URUGUAY, 


COTTON PIECE-GOODS AND MEN'S WOOLLEN UNDgp. 


WEAR.—Ap old-established agent, with office and show-pooy 


Lt} Buenos Altres. ane Who uready represents several United 
Ningdom manufacturers in the textile trades, is now in Londe 
mad as desirous of obtaming the sole AGENCY, ier Arge nting and 


Ff 


Lruguay, of a ~apagonaey cotton piece 
could aiso handle 
Crence No. 1273.) 

Replies should lye lf 


Trade. 


woods firm. 


| The applican 
a good line of men’s woollen underwear, (Prof. 


? 1 
tdressed {o the 


Depari ment of Overseas 


COLOMBIA. 

L\GENTS SERVICES OFFERED. 
firs da Colombia desire 
local 1h) porters for 
line 


. ‘ 
DLSTIHeSS 


~ A gi ola +. 
hor COVUCLS trom 
lacturers and exporters 
orders under terms 


tablished Britis 
obtaimineg 


LO 20 as 
British 
a 

(11s posed fo eXecute 


with ¢ 


rents 


mann one j 


CuS OMary y 


_ 
ei fee 


' ; ’ ;> ‘ 
‘olor. (hhefherenece 


Replies should be addressed to the Depariinent of Overseas 
Trade. 
VENEZUELA. 

HARDWARK, WINDOW GLASS AND POTTERY. — 4 w, 


established firm of and 
and ¢ 


COMMISSION basis, { 


CUSLONLS veneral avents ia La Cuan 
obtaining the representation, on 
fa pritish fion in each of the follow] ine lines :— 
A Birmingham hardware merchant: a window “manufa 
and a pottery manufacturer, The firm in question visit g 
the prin pal fowus mn Venezuela two or three times ck Vea 
and have a war La Guatra, where stoeks may 
if nec Ssaryv, and also il sainple roonL mn Caracas. The, 
his ld nuniber at sritish the 
at present in this 


avacas are desirous of 


v lass 


, 
House an be held 
viread 
member of firm Is 
No. 1275.) 


Departinent ot 


agencies, and a 
country. {Reference 
replies should be addressed to the 
Trade. 


{ dy Crs4 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


ee a + we 


EXPORT SECTION. 


OPEN GENERAL LICENC]I 

The Board Trade announce that, with a view 
decentralisation of coal export control, an open generl 
licence has been issued with effect from Thursday, Ist Janu. 
ary, 1920, permitting the expert of coal, coke and manufac 
tured fuel to all destinations abroad except Russia, Germany. 
Hungary, Austria, Turkey and Bulgaria, always Ww 
the approval, prey Lotsty obtained, of the Controller of © 
Mines or his duly authorised representative, and subject te 
shipment being made im a vessel approved by ihe Comm 
siuners of Customs and Ixcise or ther Officers. 

The Customs Authorities w ill re quire pre -CHUrV Lo be madi 
in all and at ports where there is a dithy authorised 
local representative of the Controller of Coal Mines (see - 
below}, the approval referred to aan will be signified } 
liis endorsement on the pre-entry form which niust be - 
sented to him for the purpose, betore shipment. 

Where shipment is progosed to be made from a port ne 
included in the list given below, it will be necessary tr 
application for the € ‘outroler’ s approval to he made to the 
Export Branch of the Coal Mines Departme nt in London. 
Similarly, shipments from all ports in the United Kingdon 
to the destinations excluded from the purview of the cence 
licence must still be covered by an export lcence from thi 
Coal Mines Department. 

The following are the ports, shipments from which will 
covered hy the local representative's endorsement on pre- 
enery, 


we ee ee 








POR COAL EN PORTS. 


to tik 


subypect 


Cases > 


ly 


DISTRICT, 


All Scottish ports. 


Representative 

Mr. W. Fuller, 4, Dunlop 
Street, yf evo 

Mr. W. R. 0 shor. Coal Trade 
Oflices, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

Mr. D. Upton, 120, Alfred 
Gelder Street, Hull. 


ge tage My 


From Amble to Middles- 
brough inclusive, 

Humber ports (Hull ti 
Grimsby inclusive.) 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 





Mr. J. Melrandi, Dock 
Otiices. Liverpool. 
Mr. L. R. Lewis, 


Boildings, Cardiff. 


Mersey ports. joard 


from Burry Port to Newport Cymrie 
inclusive. 


TO THE ENPORT PROHIBITED 
LIST. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing S ction) announce that as 
rom 3rd December, 1919, the tollowing has been removed 
wom List ‘fA’? of Prcohibited Exports :— 

Pea flour and Meal, 

The Boord of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that a 
fom Ith December, 1919, the tollowing have been remove: 
fom List ‘fA’? and/or * BY’ of Prohibited Exports :— 

Vica blocks, mica sheets, mica splittings, meat meal, cocoa- 
intter, coeon tusks, cocoa shells. 


LTERATIONS 


s 
} 
i 
i 


FOOD SECTION. 
SUGAR LICENCES. 

The Food Controller bheass authorised the Roval Cfommis- 
jon on the Sugar Supply to issue licences under the Sugar 
(Restriction ol Delivery) Order, LOLS. whereby rersons will 
he enabled to take delivery of sugar within the terms ot 
this Order. 

Licences to take delivery of sugar purchased before Ist 
October for delivery after 27th Deeember, 1919, will be 
oranted to the first importer, without prejudice to the 
rationed quantities, on the following conditions :— 

(a) That the purchase was returned to the Commissien, 
on Form ‘tH.’ before Sth December. 

That the transaction shall be authenticated 
production of relevant CAocuments. 
That the shall not be used 
business. 

That the sugar shall hot he resold atter oth December 
at a price exceeding that authorised from month to 
nionth hy the 

“free”? sugar, 

Applications hor 
Importer on Form 
shortly before the 
LO arrive, 


(hy) hy the 


for Grocery 


—a 


sugar any 


(¢ 
(cl) 
Scear Commission as reasonable for all 


feences should he made hv the hirst 
“HK? and sent to the Sugar Commission 
date Mpa which the sucar 1S expected 


IMPORTED BACON, HAM AND LAR 
(PRICES) ORDER, 1919. 

The Fead Controller announces that by a notice issued 
under the Imported Bacon, Ham and Lard (Prices) Order, 
1919, the wholesale prices for New York shoulders are re- 
duced by 15s per ewt. The reduction applies to the prices 
peseribed in Column A of the First Schedule on and after 
3rd Decomber, 1919, and to the prices prescribed in Column 
B of the First Schedule, and in the Second Schedale, on and 
after 10th December, T@l9 


|) 


IMPORTATION OF OFFALS RESTRICTED. 

In view of the abundant supply of edible offal at the 
present time and the congested condition of .the refrigerated 
the Food Controller has decided that a restriction 
must be placed upon the amount of imported offals for 
which storage room can be provided. Fer this purpose he 
has issued an Order that delivery may not be taken in the 
United Kingdom of any imported offals which arrive after 
3lst December next, except under licence eranted by the 
Food Controller. Tt is intended that such licences will be 
freely granted in the case of offal which is imported from 
Australasia, Argentina or Uruguay, and which is brought 
to this country under the terms of arrangements which 
specifically provide that a certain amount of tonnage shall 
he furnished for this offal. It is not intended, however, to 
issue licences in respect of offal imported from other coun- 
ines from which the Gevernment has not entered into any 
Obligation for the supply of meat, 


stores, 


ONIONS ORDER REVOKED. 
The Food British Onions 
Order, 1918. 


Controller has revoked = the 


ee ee +. 


'GENERAL SECTION. 
NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY: LICENCES. 


Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, 
and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders No. 265 of 
TS Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the 
Non- Ferrous Metal Industry Net have been eranted hv the 





-—-- 

















THE BOARD OF TRADE 


| des 


JOURNAL. 


baci 


M 


_GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





Board of Trade 
viduais :- 
AhImann, Otto Frederick. 35. 
Buckeridge. Covell and C’o.. O},- 
Cronite foundry Co., Lid., 5, 
Johnson, lrederick Harold, L?. 
Barnet, Herts. 


to under-mentioned companies or indi- 


st. John Street, E.C.1. 

Mark Lane, E.C. 3. 
Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 
st. Willrid’s Road, New 

PLAN SCUTCHING (IRR LAND). 

The Ministry of Munitions has issued an Order dated 16th 
December, relative to the Flax Seutching (Ireland) Order, 
I9t9, dated 2ist February, 1919, as follows: 

lL. The operation of the said Order is hereby suspended 

on and after 16th Decembr, 1919, until further notice. 

2. Such suspension shall not affect the previous opera- 
tion of the said Order or the validity ot any action taken 
thereunder or the liability to any penalty or punishment 
in respect of any contravention or failure to comply with 
the said Order prior to such suspension, or any proceeding 
oy remedy in respect of such penalty or punishment. 

a. This Order Way he eited itS the lax Scutching (Tre- 
land) Suspension Order, 1919. . 


PR a ne 


Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
November, and January to November. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported, Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns. 
and ‘Returned to Ports, during the month and cleyen 
months ended November, 1919, compared with the corrcs] onding 
periods of 1918, 





Month of November. Eleven months ending 


November. 




















2 | 
LOTS, 1919. 1918S. =| 1919, 
; IMPORTS. 
4 sili Bales Rales, Bal S. Bales. 
aap 973,312 | 239,157 1,784,182 | 2,204,307 
Brazilian e ' | fa pp 
Kast Indian a —_ 8,989 | 17,573 
~ al aay 78 29,355 109,700 143,06: 
ucdinne: "97,587 | 34,61 |) 475,385 | 454,613 
Wrisceltianeous oe De) 005 27, 428* i37.0! 230,518 t 
Total 330,982 | 351,192 2,515,197 | 3,150,074 
EXPORTS. 
3 4 
American ane ae 8179 | 175 43,667 
Brazilian an 205 | win 1484 
East Indian 350 10,940 | 30 60,015 
Egyptian ‘ees a 10,371 | 150 71,351 
Miscellaneous ‘“ saa 3.949 } pa 18,001 
Total 300 33,744 || 625 194,523 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American... 162,419 179,159 || 1,678,522 | 1,817,741 
Brazilian 2,152 | 7,013 = || 7,709 | 57,760 
East Indian 3,094 | 2,8°0 58,536 | 34,954 
Egyptian - 13,915 | 70,618 365.044 | °295,311 
Miscellaneous 5,885 15,332 90,370 | 100,304 
Total 192.895 | 225,802 | 2,223,541 | 2,306,070 
FoRWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports. 
American ae 110 39 10,236 1,267 
Brazilian ea “ — _ igi 
East Indian .. .. oe —~ 0 ciaial _ 
Egyptian aT Riexge = | oa pa 
Miscellaneous O44 41 S040 23! 
Tota! 654 80 20,436 1,548 


*Ineluding 3 bales British West Indian, 1,777 bales British 
= ° ° ~ > S- o- 2 
West African, 2.878 bales British Fast Atrican, and 5 bales 
Foreign East African. : | 
t Including 7 995 bales British West Indian, 13.339 bales 
sritish West African, 1915] bales British Ieast African. arid 
5.212 hales Foreign Fast African. 


—-—s 











COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 





THE WEEKLY RETURNS. 
wwccu:n of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 50 weeks ended 11th December, 
1919 :— 


Gs | 

Week <OQWeeks SWeek  -0 Weeks _ 
ended ended j,ended ji, ended 

i!th Dec., Iith Dec., |1Ith Dec.,! 11th Dec., 
1919. 1919. 1919. 1919. 





IMP ORTS. Ex PORTS. 





Bales. - Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American .. 161,674 2,694,097 5,892 50,175 
Brazilian ‘a oe 521 18,094 400 | 1,989) 
East Indian .. .. aaa 146,110 2 63,266 
Egyptian se ee! ~=— 65,887 533,195 5 275 79,020 
Miscellaneous 11,141* 255,845f 905 19,642 





Total ..| 210,223 | 3,647,341 15,297 214,092 
“Including 248 bales British West African, and 1,953 
bales British East African. 
tIncluding 7,282 bales British West Indian, 13,955 bales 
British West African, 21,104 ba’es British Fast African, and 
5,212 bales Foreign Kast African. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 13th 
December, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. 
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Week ended 13th Dec., 1019 
Corresponding week in— 
9 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
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*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of oats. 





FISHERY STATISTICS FOR NOVEMBER, 191!S. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of {ish 
landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch and Irish coasts during 
the month of November, 1919, as compared with 1918:— 


—— - 





Month of November. 
1918. 1919. 








Quantity. Value §§ Quantity.; Valve. 
Engiand and Wales— owt. , £ owt. & 


sh, excluding shell | 
fish 00 = 682,166 1,488,231 | 1,770,311 | 2,841,933 
Shell fish .. “a ~= 41,261 — | = 47,805 


Total value .. 1,529,492 | | 2,389,738 








Scotiand—- 
Fish, excluding shell | 
fish os « 166,965 301,917 
Shell fish .. es —_ 6,856 


Total value .. 308,753 — 


196,602 270,876 
— | 6,655 





277,531 





ireland— | | 

Fish, excluding shell | | 
fish = - 16,215 78,185 | 13,449 | 9 47,457 
Shell fish — ~_ — 407 _ | 820 


Total value ..| 78,592 | | 48,277 














TRADE JOURNAT.. 


ee 


THE BOARD OF 

















DECEMBER 18, 19] 





ee ae ee eee 


eer 
yy 

T/9 
o 


nr, 


COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 





BANKRUPTCY RETURNS—ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 


Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders (Dece 
Debtors’ Estates) gazetted in the undermentioned Principal Trade, 
and Occupations during the periods indicated :— 

Eleven” 
November. | Months endeg 
November, 


A no. | ne 
1918. | 1919. 1918. | 19)9 


. | = 
No. 








No. | No. | No. 
Total gazetted - -- 52 86 604 | 6g] 
Number gazetted in principal trades | 
and occupations:— : 
Boot and Shoe Manufacturers and 
Dealers - o 
Carpenters and Joiners 
Cattle, Sheep and Pig Dealers 
Chemists, Druggists and Chemical 
Manufacturers ‘ 





Contractors .. an “sé - 

Decorators, Painters, Plumbers, 
and Glaziers , oe af 

Kingineers and Founders .. ‘i 

Fishmongers, Poulterers and Mer- 
chants is ee 

fur Merchants and Furriers 

(:eneral Dealers 

Grocers .* ee 

Merchants, General ; 

Milliners, Dressmakers, ete. i 

Printers, Booksellers and Pub- 
lishers sa a "ye . 

Publicans, Hotel Keepers, ete. 

Tailors ‘ ex - 

Travellers, Commercial 

Woollen Manutacturers 








UNITED KINGDOM CROPS, 

The Monthly Agricultural Report of the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries for November states that over most 
ol the country the weather of November was very favour. 
able to autumn cultivation and sowing, the exception being 
the north-eastern counties, where frost and snow, followed 
by wet weather, seriously interfered with the work, while 
in Wales and a few other localities there were stoppages of 
longer or shorter duration. Kxcept in the north-east, there. 
fore, where the position is not far from normal, autumn 
work is considerably more advanced than usual at this 
time of year, 

The cold weather has generally caused germination of the 
winter corn to be slow, but where showing it is a satisfactory 
plant, more especially that sown early. It is estimated that 
about three-fourths of the area intended for wheat has now 
been sown, and that the area already actually seeded is about 
the same as on Ist December last year; but the season was 
then more backward. Of other winter corn about the same 
area as last year has now been sown. 

Potatoes have practically all been lifted under very 
favourable conditions; the crop is (except in the extreme 
south-western counties, where disease is reported to he 
rather prevalent) sound, and unusually free from disease, 
The tubers are, however, small; and the total production 
in Kngland and Wales, from an area of 475,000 acres, 
amounts to 2,732,000 tons, being at the rate of 5:7 tons per 
acre, or three-fifths of a ten below the average. 


SHORTAGE OF Roots. 


Mangolds have nearly everywhere been clamped, though 
some fields here and there are reported not to have heen 
pulled yet; there is not much mention of damage by frost. 
Turnips and swedes are now being generally raised wherever 
it is not intended to feed them on the ground. Roots 
generally are sound and in very good condition. The yield 
has been small. Mangolds have yielded 16 tons to the acre, 
nearly 33 tons below the average, and the total production, 
6,320,000 tons, is nearly 2,000,000 tons below last year. The 
total production of turnips and swedes is estimated to bé 
11,190,000 tons, or at the rate of 11-4 tons to the acre—some 
800,000 tons below last year. As the yield of hay was also 
very light—about 5,200,000 tons—there is thus a shortage 
of all the three principa! kinds of winter feeding-stuffs, and 
farmers will have to exercise the greatest care to make them 
last through the winter. Compared with the past ten years, 
there is a shortage in England and Wales of nearly 2,000, 
tons of mangolds, over 2,000,000 tons of turnips and swedes, 
and nearly 2,500,000 tons of hay. Barley is also 300, 
quarters less than usual, but owing to the increased acreage 
there are fully 800,600 more quarters of oats. 
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